CROUCH MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 


Gilt of 
Dr. Stacy kK. Warburton 


ee oe ee ee 


——————E—————— 


} COLLECTION OF ! 
} SUS HAA AR I RRO Oe 
1 MISSIONARY BIOGRAPHY 


: Ta UH POCA RIC 


Rel 


irene 


CBBD: 
CROUCH 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


https://archive.org/details/lifeworkofmoseshOOOOjohn 


THE REV. MOSES HOMAN BIXBY, D.D. 


The Life and Work of 


Moses Homan Bixby 


By 


Jennie Bixby Johnson 


Illustrated 


Silver, Burdett and Company 


New York Boston Chicago 


CopyRIGHT, 1904, BY 


SILVER, BURDETT & COMPANY 


BeRicleEY BAPTIST DIVINITY SCHOOL 
CROUCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


CONTENTS 


INTRODUCTION . ° . ° . . 
By EDGAR QO, SILVER 


CHAPTER I 
BOYHOOD—-EARLY PASTORATES—MISSIONARY 
EXPERIENCES. ° : ° . . 
CHAPTER II 


THE RETURN TO BURMA — THE WORK IN 
TOUNGOO—JOURNEY TO THE SHAN STATES 
—-PERILS BY THE WAY . . . . 


CHAPTER III 


A MUTINY IN THE FOREST—SAVAGES BECOME 
FRIENDS—THE MOUNTAINS A ‘‘ WAY” . 


CHAPTER IV 


RETURN TO AMERICA—EARLY YEARS OF THE 
CRANSTON STREET CHURCH . ° . 


CHAPTER V 


SECOND DECADE OF PASTORATE—SERVICE FOR 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS—-CALL TO HOME 
SECRETARYSHIP OF THE MISSIONARY UNION 

Vv 


y 4) PY CD 
® a) &@ fe 3 


PAGE 


16 


33 


47 


62 


je CONTENTS 


ay 


CHAPTER VI 


RELATIONS TO INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING—— 
ANNIVERSARIES—COMPLETION OF FIFTY 
YEARS’ MINISTRY — RESIGNATION — 
TRANSLATION ° . : . . 


IN MEMORIAM 


FROM E, BENJAMIN ANDREWS, D.D., LL.D., 
CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEBRASKA. , : : } : 


DR. BIXBY’S RELATIONS WITH BROWN UNIVER- 
SITY : : : 5 . - < 
By PRESIDENT WILLIAM H. P, FAUNCE 


DR. BIXBY AND NEWTON THEOLOGICAL INSTI- 
TUTION. . : ° . 6 . 
By Rev. ALVAH Hovey, D.D. 


DR. BIXBY AND RHODE ISLAND BAPTISTS 
By Rev. T. E. BARTLETT 


DR. BIXBY AND THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MIS- 
SIONARY UNION : A ° 
By Rev. E. F. MERRIAM 


A MESSAGE FROM WORCESTER ACADEMY . 
By Rev. R. J. ADAms, D.D. 


DR. BIXBY AS A PREACHER . : : . 
By Rev. Lyman B., TeEFtT, D.D. 
vi 


PAGE 


93 


97 


108 


113 


125 


et CONTENTS 


APPRECIATIVE WORDS FROM DR. HENSON . 


THE CRANSTON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH . 
By DEACON OLLYs A. JILLSON 


MEMORIAL EXPRESSION OF THE MINISTERS’ 
CONFERENCE . . 5 . 


MINUTES OF THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN MEMORY OF MRS. 
LAURA GAGE BIXBY . ° . ‘ 

By Miss Sara C, DURFEE 


CHURCH COVENANT OF THE CRANSTON STREET 
BAPTIST CHURCH, PROVIDENCE 
By Moses HoMAN BIXBY 


140 


148 


155 


ae 
Mu eden 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


THE REV, MOSES HOMAN BIXBY, D.D. . Frontipiece 

FACING PAGE 
MOSES H. BIXBY AT 29 - : 6 ; 6 
MRS. SUSAN DOW BIXBY 5 3 & SLO 
POLING UP STREAM, 4 5 : 18 


KAREN MISSION CHAPEL IN TOUNGOO IN 1890 20 


KAREN HILLMEN . Z ‘ 4 : rpchey! 
A KAREN WOMAN ; é “ 5 s Bo 
A KAREN SPEARMAN . ‘ A - sO 
MOUNG SEE DEE . 4 5 5 ¢ Be 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE. z : AO 
REV. M. H. BIXBY, D.D., AND MRS. LAURA G. 
BIB Vas c , i A : i AA: 
MR. ANDREW COMSTOCK 4 5 5 ee AG 
MRS, ANDREW COMSTOCK  . F : ob SO 
MR. ROBERT B. HOLDEN : 5 : BOL 
MR. OLLYS A. JILLSON. : : 5 6 el 
MISS A. M. BARROWS . : : : 5 0 


DEACONS OF THE CRANSTON STREET CHURCH 58 


SUCCESSIVE BUILDINGS OF THE CRANSTON 
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH j : Od 


CRANSTON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH . - 68 


MRS. LAURA G. BIXBY . 3 . “ ae Thay hs: 
ix 


a 
rena she a epi 
aes Mindat | 


Tita 
me ie 
. U 

” 
i! I 
i Ae 
Z < 
é 
aa) 
1 
iv 
‘ 
a 
- 
* 


INTRODUCTION 


THE story of the life and work of Moses 
Homan Bixby, so beautifully and simply told 
by his devoted daughter in the following pages, 
and the tributes which follow from wise and 
discerning men, who were in position to ob- 
serve and to estimate correctly the influence 
of his life in many directions, constitute a 
memorial which will not fail to be of deepest 
interest to all those who loved, and who now 
gratefully remember this good man. 

Dr. Bixby’s life-work was so many-sided in 
its beneficence, and his alertness to the oppor- 
tunities which came to him for doing good was 
so great, that he has left behind an example of 
Christian service, and a legacy of benign influ- 
ence rarely equalled in a single human life. 
The men and women living to-day who could 
truthfully say that they owe more of what they 
are, in all that is best, to Dr. Bixby, than to 
any other one human being—are by no means 
few. 

To really know and to intelligently appreciate 
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aman we must understand his dominant mo- 
tives—those that give the key-note to his pur- 
poses, and furnish the inspiration for his daily 
work, and that determine his relations with his 
fellowmen. What was the key-note of Dr. 
Bixby’s life? To those who knew him well 
there could beno doubt. It was love—love to 
God and love to fellow-men. 


The gift that God has given 
To man alone beneath the Heavens. 


His love to God and his unfaltering trust in 
God and in the great doctrines of the Christian 
religion, and his desire to be helpful to men, 
furnished all his cherished ideals for his own 
life, and for the lives of others. 

To come into personal contact with such a 
man in the midst of his activities, is a helpful 
inspiration — especially to a young man. To 
be permitted to know such a man intimately, 
to see him in the study, in the house of wor- 
ship, in responsible official relations, to observe 
him in his casual contact with human beings in 
their joys and sorrows, their successes and fail- 
ures, their hopes and fears,—and in the quiet 
walk, or the precious moments of relaxation 
in the companionship of his own home, to lis- 
ten to his conversation, and to share his gener. 
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ous outlook, is an experience of perpetual and 
priceless value. 

Such rare opportunities then enjoyed, are, 
to some of us, among the most treasured mem- 
ories of college student days in Providence, 
where the welcome hand of Dr. Bixby and the 
Christian atmosphere that surrounded the con- 
secrated men and women whose spiritual father 
and leader he was, for so many years, at Crans- 
ton Street, were a constant and ever genuine 
invitation “‘ Come with us and we will do you 
good.’’ And the college student who made 
his church home with Dr. Bixby and his flock, 
found unfailing friendship, incentive, encour- 
agement and, if needed, practical sympathy 
and help. 

It was my privilege to grow up in a commu- 
nity where the memory of Moses Homan Bixby 
as a young student, in the days when he was 
preparing for College, was still fondly cher- 
ished. It was there that he met as a school- 
mate the gentle, earnest, lovely woman, who 
shared with him his first work in the ministry, 
and his earliest experiences as a missionary in 
Burmah. In the little Baptist Church of the 
village were spoken affectionate good-byes just 
before he and his young wife set out on that 
first long voyage to the far East; and the 
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memory of those tender and impressive fare- 
well services still lingered in the community in 
my childhood. 

As a little boy, and long before I had seen 
or known Dr. Bixby, save through the mention 
of his name by those who tenderly remem- 
bered him, and who continued to follow him 
and his work with their prayerful solicitude, I 
heard from my mother’s lips of the earnest, 
manly young student, and the consecrated 
missionary whose bearing and spirit had left 
such impress on the good people of that little 
Vermont village. 

My earliest interest in the words: 


Yes, my native land, I love thee; 
All thy scenes, I love them well: 
Friends, connections, happy country, 
Can I bid you all farewell? 
Can I leave you, 
Far in heathen lands to dwell ? 


associated them with the heroic missionary and 
his lovely young wife, who had gone out from 
their comfortable home and loving friends in 
the Green Mountain State, to carry the Gospel 
message to the strange and needy people of 
far-away Burmah. 

It was my good fortune to be under the 
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instruction, for a time, when preparing for col- 
lege in the village academy at Derby, of the 
same earnest, inspiring teacher who had pre- 
sided over the same school twenty-five years 
earlier when Dr. Bixby was a student there. 
As I was leaving home to enter college, this 
good man—Reyv. Austin Norcross, a worthy 
son of Brown University—handed to me a let- 
ter of introduction addressed to Dr. Bixby, 
which prepared the way after my arrival in Pro- 
vidence for an acquaintance, the value and 
helpfulness of which to me I cannot adequately 
express in words. 

The warmth of friendship, the timely words 
of encouragement and Christian counsel, the 
simple, straight-forward preaching of the Gos- 
pel, the spiritual atmosphere of the church,— 
so beautifully referred to in the tributes which 
follow, in this volume,—and the many in- 
stances of special and often unsolicited helpful- 
ness to individuals and to worthy causes in sore 
need, which came under my observation while 
I was in Providence, and in the years follow- 
ing, cannot be adequately valued or measured. 
Even the beautiful and appreciative tributes 
that have been gathered here, fall far short of 
adequately expressing or even suggesting the 
full range and extent of Dr. Bixby’s usefulness. 
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I once accompanied him on one of his rounds 
of official visits, as a member of the Providence 
School Committee, in some of the public 
schools of Providence; and well as I thought I 
knew him before, this experience was a revela- 
tion to me in the extent of his acquaintance 
with individual pupils making up the vast mul- 
titude of young people in Providence, and his 
knowledge of their individual lives, and their 
circumstances, and his interest in them as in- 
dividuals; and the respect and affection which 
they manifested for him were beautiful to see. 
Pupils of all ages, nationalities, and religions, as 
he went about the city, greeted him with un- 
mistakable evidence of their genuine regard. 
He was a sympathetic friend, too, of the 
teacher; and the helpful words of sympathy, 
counsel, and good cheer which he spoke must 
have been of invaluable help to them. The 
mystery of it is, how did he find time and 
strength to do it all! 

As student, missionary, educator, neighbor, 
citizen, and friend, the same qualities of mind 
and heart, the same intelligent, unselfish de- 
votion, and the same high purposes, were con- 
stantly manifest in his beneficent activities. 

Dr. Bixby was a Christian optimist! He de- 
lieved tn men, and in human progress, and in 
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the ultimate triumph of goodness, truth, and 
righteousness. He saw the best in men; and 
he knew how to appeal to the best, and to en- 
list them at their best, and to encourage them, 
as individuals, to realize their noblest possibili- 
ties. He believed that all the agencies of hu- 
man progress and prosperity are hastening 
forward the perfect day. He longed to see the 
press, the railroad, the steamship, the tele- 
phone, and the telegraph, and all the means 
and facilities of commerce, and the powers of 
human government, as well as the wealth of in- 
dividuals, and of nations, administered for the 
welfare of humanity and for the glory of God. 

Asa pioneer missionary, he saw the riches of 
the ruby mines of Upper Burmah; and he 
appreciated and pointed out to others their 
wealth, but he coveted not the rubies for him- 
self. He rather longed and labored for the 
transformation of the Karens and the Shans 
into purified, peace-loving children of God. 
He lived as a pastor among the activities of 
business and prosperous industry, and he had 
within himself talents for organization and ad- 
ministration that might have made him a suc- 
cessful man of affairs,—but he coveted not the 
rewards of the mart nor the mill,—his only anx- 
iety was that those who gained wealth should 
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administer it as true Christian stewards. Such 
means as came to him he used, beyond the 
simple needs of his home, in constant and gen- 
erous helpfulness to those whom he believed to 
be needy and deserving. 

And so he lived. Not weakly, timidly, or 
selfishly secluded from the burdens and respon- 
sibilities of his time—but bravely, enthusias- 
tically, generously, nobly, grandly — heartily 
accepting for himself on the threshold of his 
young manhood the injunction of the Great 
Commission of his Master, and ever afterward 
true and faithful to its precept and devoted 
to its realization, and to humanity’s manifold 
need. His life was a crescendo—cumulative in 
its resultant and inspiring helpfulness. Such 
is the singular beauty and beneficence of a life 
devoted to the service of God and to the wel- 
fare of men! 


EDGAR O. SILVER. 
New York, March 23, 1904, 
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CHARTER I 


BOYHOOD — EARLY PASTORATES — MISSION- 
ARY EXPERIENCES 


Moses Homan Brxsy was born August 
20, 1827, in Warren, New Hampshire. 
His father, Benjamin Bixby, had purchased 
one hundred acres of uncleared land on 
the summit of a beautiful hill in East 
Warren, had built a house, and there 
strove by hard work and strict economy 
to care for his family. Moses was the 
seventh child in a family of thirteen; 
there were five daughters and eight sons. 
Five of the latter became preachers of 
the Gospel. 

The schoolhouse was a long distance 
from the home and the children could 
attend school only a few weeks in the 
year. None of the boys could be spared 
from the farm in the summer, after they 
were ten years of age. The elder chil- 
dren taught the younger ones to read and 
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spell, and further knowledge was chiefly 
obtained by evening study with no other 
light than that of pine and hemlock knots 
burning in the fire-place. So diligently 
did they improve their time that several 
of them were fitted, when seventeen years 
old, to teach. 

Moses was a quick student; he was 
affectionate and sensitive, but strong 
willed and full of fire, quick to resent 
injustice and prompt to chastise any one 
who imposed upon him. 

He was converted at the age of ten, 
during a week of special services held in 
the old schoolhouse. The restraining in- 
fluences of grace and the fruits of the 
Spirit were then manifested in his life. 
At the age of twelve he united with the 
Methodist Church, the only one in the 
town; but he insisted upon immersion. 
At that early day he felt the call of God 
to the ministry, and bent his energies to 
the preparation of mind and heart for his 
life-work. At the age of sixteen he was 
made a Class leader and Sunday-school 
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superintendent, and one year later he was 
licensed to preach. 

The father needed the help of his sons 
on the farm, and the custom of those 
days required them to work until they 
were twenty-one years old, or buy their 
time. Assisted by his brother George, 
and earning money by teaching day- and 
singing-school in the winter, Moses toiled 
foran education. He began his advanced 
course at the Literary and Theological 
Seminary, Newbury, Vermont. 

While teaching in East Hardwick, Ver- 
mont, he became acquainted with Baptist 
views, and finding that they accorded with 
his understanding of the Scriptures, he 
united with the Baptist Church. He then 
entered the Baptist Seminary at Derby, 
Vermont. We next find him in the Bap- 
tist College in Montreal, Canada, whence 
political disturbances caused his return 
to the States. He was the youngest 
theological student that had ever en- 
tered the Biblical Institute, now Boston 
University. We 
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Mr. Bixby was ordained pastor of the 
Baptist Church in Williston, Vermont, in 
1849, at the age of twenty-two, his salary 
being $150 a year, without a parsonage. 
He was married November 7, 1849, to 
Miss Susan C. Dow, “‘ a woman possessed 
of more than ordinary strength of mind, 
and whose character was so Christ-like 
that to know her was to love her.” After 
one year in Williston, he was called to 
the pastorate of the church in Johnson, 
Vermont, where the congregation soon 
increased to six hundred, and where many 
were converted. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Bixby had long 
cherished the desire to be missionaries. 
An acquaintance formed at this time with 
Rev. and Mrs. James Haswell, of Maul- 
mein, Burma, led to the appointment of 
Mr.:and Mrs. Bixby by the American 
Baptist Missionary Union as missionaries 
to Burma. They sailed with Mr. and 
Mrs. Whitaker, Mr. and Mrs. Rose, and 
Mrs. Bennett, from Boston, in the bark 

OSpringbok, January 17, 1853. A farewell 
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service was held in the Rowe Street 
Church, Boston. The address to the 
missionaries was given by the Rev. Dr. 
Bright, then Secretary of the Missionary 
Union. Prayer was offered by the ven- 
erable Dr. Sharp, and the hand of fellow- 
ship given by the Rev. Dr. Stowe. A 
paragraph from Mr. Bixby’s journal of 
that day says : 


This is a very solemn time with me, a season 
that will not be forgotten. I have to-day ex- 
changed the last farewell with dear friends. I 
have taken the last lingering look at my native 
land. Many painful thoughts rush into the mind, 
but they only ruffle the surface, while the depths 
of my emotions are all joy. 


On March 26th, the ship cast anchor in 
Pable shay; Cape” Lown, “Africas” The 
missionaries were delayed there four 
weeks while waiting for a ship that would 
take them to Burma. 

The first Sunday Mr. Bixby preached 
in the Congregational Church, his text 
bemerizekiel xhit, 127 “April, 3d, he 
preached by special request on board® 
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the Baltimore, to a large congregation 
gathered from several ships and the town, 
and forty persons then professed faith in 
Christ. He preached also to the men of 
an American whaling fleet, with results 
recounted later in this story. In Cape 
Town he found two Baptist families; and 
he gathered them together for worship in 
the parlors of their dwellings. As a re- 
sult of faithful preaching of the Gospel, 
several were converted, and he assisted 
them in forming a Baptist Church. In 
this providential way the first Baptist 
Church in South Africa was organized. 
The work then started has grown until 
the Baptist Union of South Africa re- 
ported in 1898 thirty churches, twenty- 
Six pastors, and seven missionaries. 

On April 23d, the missionaries sailed 
from Cape Town in the Dutch ship Was- 
sau, whose captain was a devout Chris- 
tian and very kind, “They -arrived=ad 
Maulmein the oth of June, where they 
were gladly welcomed by Rev. and Mrs. 
Haswell. 
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Mr. Bixby writes : 


I look upon the natives with deep sympathy and 
compassion while I realize that the cause of their 
degradation, idolatry, and wretchedness is the ab- 
sence of God’s revelation to man. I rejoice that 
I may endeavor to point them toGod. The hon- 
ors of the presidential chair, or the crowns of 
kings, could not give the pleasure which I now 
feel in taking up my residence in the midst of a 
degraded, heathen people, where I cannot expect 
anything else than obscurity, privation, sickness, 
and perhaps premature death. O Thou blessed 
Jesus, as Thou hast prompted me to take up an 
abode among the lost, do Thou make me a rich 
and lasting blessing to them? O give me wisdom, 
patience, hope, and love, and many of these de- 
graded souls? 

After one month in the country, Mrs. 
Bixby was prostrated by illness, so severe 
as to bring her near to death. When the 
danger was over, her husband wrote: 
“He who is afflicted in all our afflictions 
looked upon me in mercy and saved me 
the bitter anguish of a separation from 
my richest treasure.” 

Mr. Bixby took immediate charge of 
the small English Baptist Church in 
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Maulmein, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit moved the hearts of the people. 
The membership was increased, during 
the first year, from nine to forty-five. A 
recent letter informs us that when the 
church edifice was renovated in the year 
1900, a large chandelier was given in 
memory of their early pastor. 

His journal soon mentions native con- 
verts, and he also states that many of the 
heathen flocked to hear him sing and 
preach. An interesting incident illus- 
trates his tact in dealing with souls. His 
native teacher in the language became in- 
terested in the Truth. 


One day [Mr. Bixby writes] I went with him 
to an idol temple and said, “‘ Ko Boke, I have come 
to preach to these gods.” I commenced preach- 
ing as if to so many men. He interrupted me, 
saying, “Why teacher! they do not understand 
you.” Ireplied, “If they understand you when you 
pray to them, then they understand me when I 
preach to them.” He appeared extremely mortified 
and said, “They are nothing but earth and water, 
unable to see, hear, feel, or understand. I will 
not worship them any more.” 
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The man afterwards told Mrs. Bixby 
that he never was so ashamed in his life 
as when he was taken to hear Mr. Bixby 
preach to the idols. 

The study of two languages, preaching 
to natives in towns and surrounding vil- 
lages, and the rapidly increasing care of 
the English Church filled three years with 
happy service. The birth of a daughter 
brought new joys and responsibilities. 
Mrs. Bixby’s health failed and symptoms 
of consumption appeared. In March, 
1856, the family reluctantly took passage 
on a ship bound for Singapore, hoping 
that a sea voyage would prove beneficial. 
No improvement resulted, and three phy- 
sicians at Singapore ordered an immediate 
departure for America. Passage was se- 
cured on the ship Zzo. A cow was taken 
on board to supply nourishment for the 
five-months-old babe; but the cruel sail- 
ors tormented the animal until her milk 
ceased, and then the captain killed her for 
food, making the missionary no recom- 
pense whatever. Deprived of all natural 
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nutriment and sustained only by the 
sweetened, soft-boiled rice prepared by the 
father’s hand, the life of the child hung bya 
slender thread. The distracted father con- 
stantly carried his sick child in his arms, 
laying her down only to minister to the suf- 
fering wife. Anxiety, fever, and lack of food 
preyed upon his strength. The mother’s 
feet were even now bathed in the first rip- 
pling waters of the river of death; but look- 
ing up into the face of him who was almost 
crushed by his weight of woe, she said, “I 
shall die, but little Jennie will live to bea 
solace to her father when I am gone.” 
The long voyage of ninety-seven days 
with such heart-rending experiences was 
finally passed. They reached the home 
of a friend in Burlington, Vermont, and 
there the sweet wife and mother passed 
away August 18, 1856. Her last words 
were, ‘ Matchless Grace! Matchless 
Grace!” and then, “Joy! Joy! Joy!” 
Some beautiful lines were found among 
her papers, evidently selected for her 
husband’s eye. The author is unknown. 
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THE DYING WIFE 


Lay the babe upon my bosom, let me feel her 
sweet warm breath, 

For a strange thrill o’er me passes, and I know that 
this is death; 

I would gaze upon the treasure, scarcely given ere 
I go, 

Feel her rosy, dimpled fingers wander o’er my cheek 
of snow. 

I am passing through the waters, but a blessé¢d shore 
appears— 

Kneel beside me, husband, dearest, let me kiss away 
thy tears. 

Wrestle with thy grief as Jacob strove, from mid- 
night until day; 

It may leave an angel’s blessing when it vanishes 
away. 

Lay the babe upon my bosom, ’t is not long she 
can be there. 

See! how to my heart she nestles; ’t is the pearl I 
love to wear. 

If in after years beside thee sits another in my 
chair, 

Though her voice be sweeter music and my face 
than hers less fair; 

If a cherub call thee father, far more beautiful than 
this, 

Love thy first born, O my husband! turn not from 
the motherless. 
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Tell her sometimes of her mother, — you will call 
her by my name,— 

Shield her from the winds of sorrow,—if she errs, 
oh, gently blame. 

Lead her sometimes where I’m sleeping; I will 
answer if she calls, 

And my breath will stir her ringlets when my voice 
in blessing falls. 

Her soft blue eyes will brighten with a wonder 
whence it came; 

In her heart when years pass o’er her, she will find 
her mother’s name. 

It is said that every mortal walks between two 
angels here: 

One records the ill, but blots it, if before the mid- 
night drear 

Man repenteth; if uncancelled then he seals it for 
the skies, 

And the right-hand angel weepeth, bowing low with 
veiled eyes. 

I will be the right-hand angel, seeking up the good 
for heaven, 

Striving that the midnight watches find no misdeeds 
unforgiven, 

You will not forget me, darling, when I’m sleeping 
neath the sod! 

Love the babe upon my bosom as I love thee,— 
next to God. 


At the funeral, the stricken husband, 
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holding his babe, sat beside the form so 
dear, as friends arrived. Among them 
was their former pastor, and with him 
came Miss L. A. Gage, then principal of 
the Ladies’ Seminary at Fairfax, Vermont. 
She knew of these missionaries; she had 
been thrilled by their letters from Burma, 
and now she came to help and sympathize, 
only to find one sweet life gone. As the 
two entered the room, Miss Gage took 
from the father’s arms the suffering babe 
and folded it to her heart. In the provi- 
dence of God this first meeting led to an 
acquaintance which resulted in the mar- 
riage of Mr. Bixby to Miss Gage, and the 
child was ever afterward enfolded in her 
love. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bixby expected, at the 
time of their marriage, to sail for Burma 
in six weeks. Tidings were received, how- 
ever, by the Missionary Union, of war 
between the English and Burmese, and it 
was not thought wise to send missionaries 
until peace was declared. Mr. Bixby ar- 
ranged to act as pastor, for six months, of 
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the Friendship Street Church, Providence, 
Rhode Island. At the end of this period, 
the war still preventing his going to 
Burma, he accepted the unanimous call of 
the church to the pastorate. 

This was a period of general religious 
awakening. The zeal, fervent spirit, and 
earnest preaching of the young pastor 
were used of God in quickening the church 
and attracting strangers. The small com- 
mittee-room, where the prayer-meetings 
were held, was soon crowded and the large 
vestry was occupied. This room was 
filled, and the power of God was mani- 
fested in many conversions. The church 
was thronged at the preaching services. 
Good Dr. Wayland, then President of 
Brown University, whose heart always 
rejoiced in the saving grace of God, de- 
lighted to come occasionally on Sunday 
evenings. One evening he arrived late, 
and the audience-room and platform were 
so crowded that he sat on the pulpit steps. 
The young men from Brown University 
were interested, even in that early day, in 
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the young preacher, and were stimulated 
and helped by his counsel. There are 
persons to-day who cherish tender mem- 
ories of those three years at Friendship 
Street Church, where precious souls were 
won and life-long friendships were begun. 
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CHAPTER eit 


THE RETURN TO BURMA—THE WORK IN 
TOUNGOO — JOURNEY TO THE SHAN 
SEADES —— PE REVS eS Bia El Ev eanys 


In 1860, Mr. Bixby was appointed by 
the Missionary Union to open a new 
mission to the Shans, in Burma, and he 
gladly responded. He arrived in Ran- 
goon, with his wife and daughter, March 
23, 1861. A tedious journey by a native 
boat brought them, on the 8th of May, to 
Toungoo. There they learned that, be- 
cause of warlike disturbances, Shans were 
coming over into the British possessions, 
and that ten thousand had settled in the 
vicinity of Toungoo. 

In the first year Mr. Bixby began to 
prepare a vocabulary of the Shan lan- 
guage ; and wrote two Shan tracts. Mean- 
time he distributed many Burmese tracts, 
which had already proved an effective 
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method of preaching. As an instance of 
this he cites the following : 


One day a man asked me if I was Jesus Christ’s 
teacher. I told him that I was. He then stated 
one Scripture truth after another, until he had 
given a summary of the Gospel. I asked where he 
had learned these truths. He replied: “I have 
been reading your books and liked especially one 
written by Teacher Ingalls, entitled Glad Tidings.” 
This man was soon converted and became a great 
help in the mission. 


A chapel was an immediate necessity. 
For this the English Deputy Commis- 
sioner gave Mr. Bixby a piece of land, 
the site of a ruined pagoda. There were 
many such places in the neighborhood, 
the disturbance of which always aroused 
the indignation of priests. ‘There is a 
great amount of silver at the base of this 
pagoda,” they said—‘ Dig for it and 
take it away. I do not want it,” replied 
the missionary. For several days they 
dug, but in vain. ‘We want to rebuild 
the pagoda,” was the next plea. Mr. 
Bixby knew this was false and refused to 
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yield. “It is an awful sin for you to 
build on a sacred spot,” said the priests. 

The excitement became intense. The 
Shan teacher advised that the building be 
continued. Then turning to the natives 
and pointing to the ruins he said: 


This little god has been so neglected that trees 
and grass have grown all over him and they had 
become so heavy that the god complained bitterly 
of weariness. Teacher Bixby has had compassion 
on him and has cut away the bushes. Furthermore, 
for along time you have not visited him ; you have 
given him no rice, no offerings, but have bestowed 
your attentions on the great pagoda; therefore 
this little god has become jealous and gone over 
to a better teacher. You thought it would be a 
great sin for Teacher Bixby to build even by the 
side of this little god, but you could dig into his 
side in your greed for gold, without sin. 


Then becoming serious, he told them of 
the true God, closing his eloquent sermon 
with the words, “ Brethren, grass does 
not grow upon God.” 

Mr. Bixby never sat down to wait for 
men or means. With a quick, clear con- 
ception of the needs of a field, and a 
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strong faith in God’s power and willing- 
ness to bless, he promptly acted. 

A paragraph from his journal tells the 
story : 


Feeling sure that the Lord would have me 
build, I resolved to commence work at once and 
trust Him for the money. Accordingly I bor- 
rowed money on my own responsibility and em- 
ployed carpenters. I made known our needs to the 
brethren at Maulmein, Rangoon, and Calcutta. 
In a few weeks the funds began to come, just in 
time to meet the demands. Very soon we were 
holding meetings in the new chapel and Mrs, 
Bixby was teaching a day school. The cost wes 
all provided. 


At the end of one year good progress 
had been made in the study of the Shan 
and Burmese languages, a few converts 
formed the nucleus of a church, and thirty 
promising pupils attended school. 

Mr. Bixby preached every Sunday even- 
ing when in town to English soldiers and 
officers and civilians, and for six years he 
alone maintained this service, with en- 
couraging results. 
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In 1863, he erected a dwelling-house on 
a central thoroughfare. As soon as the 
family was settled in the house he went 
to Rangoon (a difficult and dangerous 
journey) to arrange, if possible, for the 
printing of a tract in the Shan language. 
He found serious difficulty, as one third 
of the type would have to be made ata 
cost of one thousand rupees. The second 
annual meeting of the Burma Bible and 
Tract Society was in session, and he had 
the opportunity to press upon those pres- 
ent the claims of the Shans to the printed 
Word. He received a promise of aid. 

While he was away, thieves entered the 
home by night and took from under the 
bed on which Mrs. Bixby and the two 
children were sleeping a trunk containing 
nearly all her silver, keepsakes, and cloth- 
ing, and five hundred rupees in money. 
Nothing was ever recovered. 

At this time the little native church 
contributed, besides the ordinary church 
expenses, forty rupees towards the print- 
ing of the Shan tracts. 
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Mr. Bixby now planned to make a jour- 
ney to the Shan States. It seemed neces- 
sary for Mrs. Bixby to accompany him, as 
her presence would increase his usefulness 
and would assure the people of their 
peaceful intent. 

He wrote to the Missionary Union as 
follows : 


The country is upheaving with civil strife and 
overrun with lawless bands of robbers. The flesh 
sometimes shrinks from the fearful ordeal; but so 
strong is my conviction that God bids me go in 
His Name, that I shall go forth joyfully and take 
whatever befalls me as a part of my Father’s plan 
for the redemption of the Shans. If I fall in the 
attempt you will not call it rashness in me,—you 
who have given your sons to the demon war,— 
you who live in the midst of carnage and blood, 
If I fall into the hands of banditti and you never 
hear of me again, you will not refuse to send others 
to the same place,—you who advocate the filling 
up of the thrice-thinned ranks of a death-stricken 
army. If I fall from the jungle fever which sweeps 
over these tropical plains, you will not neglect to 
fill the vacancy,—you who send your sons into the 
“rice swamps, dank and low,” and leave them 
there to die. Whatever the loss in life may be, 
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whatever the cost in cash, you will not count it too 
dear a price,—you who have been disciplined in 
sacrifice and have poured out your blood and your 
gold without reserve in a glorious, yet temporal, 
cause. We go forth, not knowing what will befall 
us there; but we have this assurance, that what- 
ever it may be, the result will be the redemption of 
souls, We go, a church, into the wilderness, lean- 
ing on our Beloved, in search of the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. 


On December 21, 1863, they left 
home, with three preachers, three pony 
boys, and twelve coolies to carry provi- 
sions. Across the river they stopped at 
the home of Dr. Cross, in whose care the 
daughter and the infant son, born in Sep- 
tember, 1862, were to remain. 

Mrs. Bixby thus describes the parting 
scene: 


Early this morning we gathered in front of Dr. 
Cross’s house. The preacher Sau Quala knelt on 
the ground with Mr. Bixby by his side and our 
men in a semicircle, their baskets ready to be 
taken up, their hands reverently folded. Sau 
Quala earnestly recommended us all to Him who 
alone has power to preserve us amidst the dangers 
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and difficulties of the way. Dr. Cross besought 
God’s blessing upon us. We sang, “ Praise God 
from Whom all Blessings Flow.” My wee Willie, 
who had fallen asleep in my arms, I laid in his 
cradle, all unconscious that when he awoke his 
mother would be far beyond the reach of his voice. 
Dear little Jennie, with brave heart but tearful 
eyes, kissed us good-bye, we mounted our faithful 
ponies, and our wild, strange journey commenced. 


Only a woman possessed of great hero- 
ism and a strong constitution could have 
undertaken such a perilous journey and 
survived its hardships. 

The travelers sent back this message : 


There is an extensive insurrection in the Shan 
States and the Burman king has sent forth thou- 
sands of soldiers to suppress the rebels. Several 
of the paths leading to the Shan States are block- 
aded to prevent the Shans from escaping. Our 
entrance will be difficult. To escape the blockades, 
we are taking a circuitous route, crossing high 
mountain ranges which are inhabited by wild tribes 
of Karens. I have engaged a Karen chief as our 
guide. 


The traveling became extremely diff- 
cult. Mrs. Bixby writes: 
23 
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The mountains were the steepest, the valleys the 
lowest and the mud the deepest we have yet 
found. In one place we were both thrown from 
our ponies. Mr. Bixby fortunately alighted on his 
feet ina clump of elephant grass and I most un- 
fortunately fell broadside in the very spot where 
the mud was softest and deepest. An extra plunge 
of my frightened pony caused him to fall with his 
chest and knees upon me and had the mire been 
less deep I should have been crushed. With help 
I forded my way out and saw a beautiful, clear 
brook a few steps in advance, into which I gladly 
plunged. 


The Karen tribes on these mountains 
lived in constant feudal warfare with each 
other. Each village was therefore strongly 
stockaded, and every approach was con- 
cealed by a tangle of growing bushes and 
creepers, while the ground was thickly 
sown with sharp poisoned spikes of bam- 
boo. Cutting away obstructions and 
hunting for the spikes under foot, the 
missionaries ventured towards the chief 
village of a savage tribe. They were 
soon surrounded by wild, fierce men, 
armed with matchlock guns, long-handled 
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spears, rude swords, and powerful cross- 
bows with poisoned arrows. Every few 
minutes these men drank deeply of intox- 
icating liquor made from rice, which they 
carried in bamboos slung from their shoul- 
ders. Mr. Bixby tried to converse with 
them through his interpreter. The angry 
chief said that no white man should enter 
his village. The English Government 
had sent an armed native force to recover 
certain persons kidnapped by the people 
of aneighboring village. An enemy guided 
them to this innocent village, which they 
attacked, destroying property, killing one 
man, and carrying two chiefs away to 
prison, where they died. 

Mr. Bixby assured the natives that he 
was not an officer of the English Govern- 
ment, but a teacher of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. This announcement increased 
their excitement. Several voices cried, 
“They were disciples who fought us.” It 
was true that the attacking party was the 
so-called Christian Karen mountain mili- 
tia. The missionary told the chief that 
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he would present his case to the English 
Government, and he was sure, when the 
facts were known, the Commissioner 
would make reparation. The face of the 
chief softened and he said, ‘“‘ True; how 
can a white man weigh with half a pair of 
scales? The Government has heard only 
the statement of our enemies, and our side 
they have never heard.” The visitor 
again assured them that he would repre- 
sent them. The chief then turned to his 
men and said, ‘“‘ Then this teacher is our 
tciend, Oo" Yes, they. repiredss Newsroug 
friend.” 

The chief now proposed that Mr. Bixby 
should “drink truth ” with him, and added 
in explanation, ‘“‘We are accustomed to 
draw blood from the arms of the two 
chiefs, mix it with our liquor, and then 
all drink of it, promising to be true and 
faithful to each other even through suc- 
ceeding generations.” 

Mr. Bixby replied: “I do not want to 
drink your blood, and I never take intox- 
icating liquor; have you no other way?” 
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“Yes, we sometimes plant a tree on 
the boundary of our territories and prom- 
ise that as long as that tree lives we will 
be true and faithful.” 

“That will do well for you who have 
territories, but I own no lands; have you 
no other way ?” 

“Yes, we kill a pig and fry the vital 
parts with pepper and salt and all partake 
of that, promising faithful friendship.” 

“T can meet you there,” replied the vis- 
itor, ‘for I can buy a pig.” 

The chief smiled and said, ‘‘ No, teacher, 
if you will drink truth I will furnish the 
pig.” 

The whole party proceeded to the vil- 
lage. The curiosity of the people was 
annoying. They peered into the baskets, 
pulled open traveling bags, and insisted 
on handling a small revolver which seemed 
to interest them. Mr. Bixby told them 
that they must not even look at it in the 
crowded house, but if they would go out- 
doors he would show them how it was 
made. He would not allow it to go out 
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of his hands and tried to let only a few 
come near him at a time. They, how- 
ever, crowded suddenly upon him, a cart- 
ridge was discharged, and the bullet 
lodged in the breast of a young man. In- 
stantly all was excitement. Mrs. Bixby, 
hearing the report, hastened to the scene 
and saw her husband, pale as death, hold- 
ing the lad in his arms, with his finger 
pressed on the wound. She prepared lint 
and bandages, mechanically assuring the 
friends that the young man would not die. 
The ball had passed towards the shoulder, 
making only a flesh-wound. 

The preparations for “ drinking truth” 
were suspended, and excited eyes, filled 
with distrust, glared upon Mr. Bixby. 
He was able, however, to convince them 
that it was an accident and that the boy 
would recover. Mr. and Mrs. Bixby de- 
voted themselves to the care of the 
patient and to prayer. 

In the evening the “ truth-drinking” 
took place, but the brother and other 
friends of the lad refused to eat and 
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clung to their weapons. The brother 
came often to look at the wound and 
would say, “lf he lives, it is well.” ! 

When they were ready for the cere- 
mony of “drinking truth” the chief said : 
‘“We have a custom: when we make such 
a solemn agreement, we sacrifice to the 
evil spirits.” 

The missionary did not wish to give 
his sanction to the heathen forms, but 
finally replied, ‘“‘ We also have a custom: 
in every important event we pray to the 
Eternal God.” 

“Very well,” said the chief, ‘we will 
have our custom and then you may have 
yours.” After their heathen ceremony, 
the missionaries and preachers knelt and 
earnestly prayed that this might be the 
beginning of real ‘“truth-drinking” for 
this people.’ 

1 Years afterward Dr, Truman Johnson saw this wounded 
boy grown to manhood, with the bullet still in his shoulder, 
and offered to remove it, but the man would not consent. 

? Years later I visited this village, and while talking with a 


Christian youth, a relative of the old chief, I reminded him of 
the truth covenant between my father and his people and said 
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The next day there was great excite- 
ment. Chiefs and men from other vil- 
lages arrived, and before night a large 
band of armed men filled the village. 
Women and children withdrew to the 
jungles. The intoxicated men danced 
and shouted and declared that the Chief 
Commissioner was coming to destroy 
them. Not until Mr. Bixby and the guide 
had both pledged their own lives that an 
armed force should not attack them was 
their excitement allayed. 

The next morning the missionaries and 
their followers were allowed to depart. 

They soon came to the village of an- 
other powerful chief, Neegyan. He sent 
messengers requesting the missionaries to 
come alone into the village. Mr. Bixby 
sent the guide with the message that 
“the teacher has no business with this 
village. If the chief does not choose to 
come and see him, he will pass quietly 


that it was still binding upon us. He smiled and replied, 
““Yes, but we have a better covenant now, through the blood 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
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on to the Shan States; but it would 
give him pleasure to go with the chief's 
favor.” 

The chief immediately came out with his 
followers. As his eyes fell for the first 
time on a white man and woman he 
stopped and gazed in astonishment and 
exclaimed : ‘‘Can such people be good ?” 
then added, ‘“ You must come into my 
village. If you eat my rice I shall be 
bound to take care of you as long as 
your life is supported by it.” 

They yielded and marched in between 
etmed smen. Ihe -chicl treated them 
kindly, entered into the truth covenant 
with them, and listened for hours to the 
preaching of the Gospel. Chief Neegyan 
himself guided them to the next tribe. 

Their territory lay partly in British 
Burma, partly in Burmese dominion, and 
partly in the Shan country. The rob- 
beries and cruelties of the Chief Boghyee 
had heretofore closed the country to all 
travelers. He received them kindly and 
said: ‘‘Why do you go to the Shans? 
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We want to learn, but we have no books, 
no teachers. I am an old man and I 
want to hear your law.” After listening 
a while he added: ‘Show me the way to 
Heaven; I very much want to arrive 
there.) 
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CHAPTER IIT 


A MUTINY IN THE FOREST—SAVAGES BE- 
COME FRIENDS—THE MOUNTAINS 
RW AY 


BETWEEN the savage Karen tribes and 
the Shan people lay a dense forest. 
Three days were required to traverse it. 
Wild animals and fierce robbers might be 
encountered. With this excuse, the Shan 
coolies who carried the provisions had 
bought weapons at the last village and 
were now well armed. As the party be- 
gan the march into the forest the first 
morning, one coolie lingered, pretending 
to repair his baskets, until the others had 
passed out of sight. Then as Mrs. Bixby 
came near on her pony, he sprang to her 
side and said: ‘“‘ Mamma, there are bad 
men here. You must be careful,” and 
then immediately he caught up his load 
and hurried away. 
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Mrs. Bixby did not understand, and 
thought that the man feared the brigands 
lurking in the forest. 

At night they selected a place to camp, 
and while all were busy Mr. Bixby took 
his axe and went into the woods. The 
same coolie followed him and gave him 
like warning. The two were joined by a 
second coolie who also had resolved to 
reveal the plot to murder the missionaries 
and the one preacher now with them. 

Among the bearers were three men 
who were brigands. They believed that 
the missionaries carried money and valua- 
bles, and now in this forest—where they 
knew other Shan robbers were not far 
away—they plotted to kill and plunder. 
They had compelled the others, by dire 
threats, to join in the plan, and had 
drawn blood from their arms, mixed it 
with liquor, and partaken of it, thus seal- 
ing the covenant of death. 

Mr. Bixby hastened back to camp and 
told his wife of the danger. He selected 
with special care the place for his tent, 
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where a heavy bamboo thicket afforded 
protection in the rear. He noticed that 
the coolies camped as nearly as possible 
in a circle around the tent. 

When the hour for sleep arrived Mr. 
Bixby allowed his camp-fire to die, and 
under cover of the darkness he and Mrs. 
Bixby withdrew from the tent to the shel- 
tering thicket. Slowly the fires of the 
coolies went out and then in the dark- 
ness all watched anxiously. Soon a wild 
elephant was heard crashing towards them 
through the bushes and trees. One man 
arose and started towards the tent. The 
watcher called out to him not to take an- 
other step. 

“The elephants are coming! Shoot, 
teacher, shoot!” 

Mr. Bixby replied, “If you are afraid 
of the elephants, why do you let your fires 
go out? Rekindle your fires.” 

The man went back and all renewed 
their fires. Now the coolies were in the 
light and could be watched. They were 
very restless. They perceived that the 
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missionary had in some way fathomed 
their designs and was on guard. Who 
had betrayed them? The leaders whis- 
peredtogether. Occasionally one of them 
would get up, savagely thrust his spear 
into the ground, and then liedown. The 
latter part of the night Mrs. Bixby was 
exhausted by fatigue and anxiety and her 
husband urged her to return to the tent 
and sleep, assuring her that he would al- 
low no man to approach. She retired 
and he kept troubled watch until morning. 

At break of day the coolies packed their 
loads as usual. The missionaries, armed 
with rifle and pistol, took their places, 
with the native teacher, near the thicket. 
Mr. Bixby called the men together and 
told them that he had discovered their 
plot. He said he felt sure that all had 
not conspired willingly, and if there were 
any who had done so from fear and who 
were willing to serve him faithfully in the 
future, they might come to him and he 
would protect them. The two coolies 
came over to his side. The leaders 
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angrily seized their spears, but Mr. Bixby 
threatened to shoot the first man who 
moved. He then commanded them all 
to place their weapons on the ground. 
This done, he told the preacher to go 
and bring them all to him, assuring him 
that he need not fear, as he would shoot 
any one who moved a hand towards him. 
The weapons were brought. 

Mr. Bixby then named the three ring- 
leaders and said he knew that they had 
laid the plot and had persuaded the others 
to join. He could never employ them 
again. The remaining seven he could for- 
give if they would promise to carry their 
burdens and serve him faithfully, and 
when they arrived at Toungoo he would 
not prosecute them. The seven came to 
his side. Turning to the ringleaders, he 
said, ‘If you approach us on our journey 
I shall not hesitate to shoot you, and if 
you ever come to Toungoo you will be 
arrested. Now go!” They fled into the 
forest and were seen no more. 

The burdens rearranged, our party, 
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with sad hearts, began their homeward 
journey. 

When they approached again the vil- 
lage of the old chief, Boghyee, he came 
out to meet them, and said: ‘‘ Teacher, 
stay with us. I have twenty villages, and 
you may place a teacher in every one.” 

The plans for the Shan-land had been 
defeated, but here were other natives 
ready to listen to the Gospel story. 

On his return to Toungoo, Mr. Bixby 
reported the grievance of the first village 
to the English Government. The Chief 
Commissioner happened to be in Toungoo, 
and he sent an English officer to investi- 
gate and make reparation. The officer 
satisfied the natives, and by kindness and 
tact he settled their difficulties with each 
other, induced disaffected chiefs to ‘‘ drink 
truth,” to liberate prisoners, and to open 
their roads for travel to the Shan States, 
and he also appointed a Government 
agent to look after their affairs and bring 
them under British regulations. 

The people, feeling that peace and all 
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its benefits were due to the missionary’s 
influence, reposed in him the most perfect 
confidence, and sent for him to visit them, 
saying: “We want to learn books and 
worship God.” 

Mr. Bixby at once located two or three 
preachers; God’s spirit came upon the 
people, and many believed. 

When the chief Neegyan selected 
Moung Ong to be his teacher, the young 
man was called upon to decide whether 
or not he would go. It would involve 
much self-denial and personal sacrifice to 
surrender his position as preacher in town 
and teacher in the school, and his own 
studies with the missionary. It would be 
hard to leave the comforts of a city life 
and go to the mountains to live with sav- 
ages. He had but one day in which to 
decide. 

In the evening he came to the mission- 
ary with a subdued but cheerful counte- 
nance. 

“Well, Moung Ong, what have you 
decided ?” 
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“Teacher,” he replied, ‘when people 
are thirsty we must give them water; by 
and by, when their thirst is gone, we can- 
not make them drink.” 

Moung Ong was ready to hazard his 
life for Christ’s sake. The next morning 
he slung his quarto Bible on the back of 
a wild man and went to be the first settled 
preacher on the mountains. 

Mr. Bixby made repeated journeys 
among these tribes, and on May 22, 
1864, he wrote: 


I baptized to-day in a deep gorge between two 
mountains fifty-five happy converts, and I organized 
two churches. Strength was given me to preach 
five times, and to walk between services about 
eight miles. In the evening an unusual unction 
was bestowed, and I spoke for several hours. I 
selected to-day several young men to take back to 
Toungoo to train for native evangelists. 


August 6, 1864, he wrote: 


I baptized to-day seven adults, representing 
five tribes. At our evening meeting prayer was 
offered in six languages. The way is open for us 
to preach among six tribes. Whole villages are 
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ready for the Gospel and from them we shall gather 
workers to evangelize more distant tribes. 

The missionary arranged in January, 
1865, for a camp-meeting on the moun- 
tains, which two Christian officers from 
the English regiment attended. A bam- 
boo booth, large enough to shelter a thou- 
sand persons, had been erected, and a 
large number of people was present. 
The opening service was one of prayer 
for the descent of the Holy Spirit. Many 
prayers were offered. The officers thought 
it a strange scene, for guns and spears 
stood up here and there in the midst of 
the motley congregation, even while the 
holders of them bowed down to the earth 
during the prayers. A large majority 
had never heard the Gospel before; but 
all bowed in prayer. For three days 
there was constant preaching. From this 
time the interest increased and extended 
from village to village, while the work in 
town was not neglected. Five churches 
were organized. Ten preachers were lo- 
cated. 
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Mr. Bixby strongly believed that these 
mountains would become a highway for 
Gospel messengers to the Shan States 
and to Western China. 

In 1863 he wrote as follows : 


The divine light is spreading; it has already 
reached some of the Shan mountains, and the time 
is not far distant when it will shoot across the 
country to the landof Sinim. “ Behold these shall 
come from far, and lo! these from the north and 
from the west and these from the land of Sinim” 
(Isa. 49:12). It is evident that Sinim means 
China, and that the Toungoo mountains and these 
Shan mountains, as well as the sea, are to be made 
the Lord’s way for introducing the Gospel to 
the great empire of China. Hitherto Sinim has 
been reached only by the sea and a few fires have 
been kindled on the sea-shore. When the Lord 
makes all these mountains a way, and the approach 
is from the west as well as from the east and south, 
then the Celestial Empire will hear the thunder of 
God’s law “ all around the heavens” and the time 
of her redemption will be near. Commercial en- 
terprise is urging its way through Burma and the 
Shan States, to get hold of the wealth of Western 
China. Shall we not be equally anxious to carry 
the Gospel? And can we not make these Shan 
and Karen mountains a way ? 
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He also expressed these thoughts in 


rhyme : 


Ride on, victorious Head, 
Ride on, Thy glories shed 
O’er death’s dark minions. 
Call forth Thy Rod of Strength ; 
Equip Thy hosts at length, 
Marshal Thy millions. 


Let Camboza’s* sable sons, 

Let Cambodia’s distant ones, 
Still numbered with the “ Free,” 
Thy willing captives be. 

Let Sinim’s mighty numbers 
Roused from century slumbers, 
Endowed with life from Thee, 
Henceforth “ Celestials ” be. 


Raised on Faith’s pinions, 
High above earth’s millions, 
Thy triumphs to see ; 
Onward ! onward ! we press, 
No retreat, no defeat, confess, 
Till crowned by Thee. 


In his letters we find mention of the 
difficulties of travel. He writes: 


1 Name given to Central Shan State by natives. 
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To-morrow I go forth once more to the borders 
of the Shan States, to sow andtoreap. I regret that 
I must go on foot and without an English compan- 
ion. Last year I worked four ponies to advantage, 
mounting my native preachers and riding rapidly 
from village to village. One pony was sold to 
meet an urgent demand and the others died in the 
rains. Now I have no ponies and no money to 
purchase them, but we have the same hard road to 
travel. 


Later, on this same trip, he says: 


A part of the way to-day our road lay in the bed 
of a stream filled with sharp stones which hurt my 
bare feet. The water was very cold. In crossing 
several streams the boys carried me over; but 
once they made a mis-step and laid me down on 
my back in the water. After that I preferred to 
trust my own feet. I heard them afterwards 
laughing and commenting slyly about “ baptizing 
the teacher.” I forgave them. 


Once more he writes: 


It is hard work to traverse on foot vast plains, 
alternating with sand and mud—to climb high 
hills in the hot sun, to cross deep, rapid streams 
and ravines — to thread one’s way through dense 
jungles — to follow the wild man’s trail — now in 
a bed of burning sand, now in the bed of a cold 
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mountain stream —to sleep night after night in 
forests infested with robbers, elephants, bears, 
tigers, wild hogs and serpents and to live on moun- 
tain fare. Itis a work from which the flesh shrinks, 
but to which the love of Christ goes forward with 
courage and joy. 


Eight years of ceaseless toil and travel, 
amid such exposures to sun and storm, 
with anxieties beyond our power to de- 
scribe, were enough to undermine the 
strongest constitution. Mr. Bixby was 
prostrated by malarial fever and dysen- 
tery, and in the spring of 1868 came home 
from the hills severely ill. 

A few weeks later Mr. and Mrs. Bixby 
suffered keenly in the death of their elder 
son, Willie. Dr. Mason wrote of him to 
another missionary as follows: 


He was to me one of the brightest, most intelli- 
gent and loveliest little boys I ever saw. Five and 
a half years of age, his mind and moral nature 
were remarkably well developed and his Christian 
character (for he had one) was such as to give 
his parents great delight. In his last sickness 
the graces of the Spirit shone out in serenest 
radiance. 
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On March 24, 1868, the child was laid 
to rest beside native Christians. 

Mr. Bixby’s illness rapidly increased, 
and in May, 1868, he and his daughter 
embarked for America. His wife, with 
the little son Merle, born in September, 
1865, and her sister Miss Gage, remained 
to care for the mission, hoping that in one 
year he might be able to return. 
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RETURN TO AMERICA— EARLY YEARS OF 
THE CRANSTON STREET CHURCH 


Tue twelve years that had elapsed 
since the previous sad return from Burma 
had seen great improvements in accommo- 
dations for travel, but even so, danger 
and suffering were ever present during 
this second homeward journey. A dis- 
astrous cyclone was encountered off the 
coast of Madras; at Alexandria a severe 
attack of fever well-nigh cost Mr. Bixby 
his life. Cooler air gave relief and ere 
long he saw once more his native land. 

The Friendship Street Church, with 
loyal devotion, sent a committee to New 
York to welcome him, to supply his needs, 
and to bring him to Providence. He 
arrived in that city July 25, 1868. Mr. 
and Mrs. Comstock met him and received 
the weary travelers into their hearts and 
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home. A glad reunion with the church 
followed. 

In the educational world also a happy 
surprise was at hand, in the news that 
Dartmouth College had, a few weeks 
previous to his return, conferred upon him 
the honorary degree of Master of Arts. 

While seeking rest and strength Mr. 
Bixby was not idle. Between the oft- 
recurring attacks of fever he spoke in 
various parts of New England in the in- 
terest.of missions. In New London, Con- 
necticut, he delivered an address which had 
a pleasant sequel. While recounting the 
story of his labors at Cape Town, Africa, 
on his first journey to Burma, he men- 
tioned the fact that a captain of a whal- 
ing fleet from New London, Connecticut, 
brought his men to hear the missionary 
preach. This sermon led to the genuine 
conversion of a young man of education 
and refinement who had been sent to sea 
to overcome his habits of dissipation. Mr. 
Bixby said also that before he sailed for 
Burma the second time he had delivered 
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an address at New London, at the close 
of which a ship-owner said to him, “I 
have a Christian captain at sea who left 
with me a sum of money to be given to 
some object that I thought would appeal 
to his heart. I am sure he would like me 
to apply it to your work.” The money 
was gladly received and used for evangel- 
istic purposes in Burma. 

After the service a man pressed for- 
ward and threw his arms around the 
preacher and told him that he was the 
captain of the whaling fleet at Cape Town, 
and that the reformation of the young 
man had been followed by a revival which 
resulted in many conversions. God 
blessed them spiritually and financially. 
Their whaling trip was so wonderfully 
successful that their ships were soon filled. 
They went to the nearest port, landed 
their cargo, and made a second venture 
with equally good success. The results 
enriched the ship-owners and filled the 
captain’s coffers. He was also the iden- 
tical captain who left part of his proceeds 
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with his employers to be used for the 
cause of Christ, and it was that money 
which so providentially came to Mr. Bixby 
and was used in his second service in 
Burma. 

The warm-hearted, impulsive Captain 
Morgan now became a staunch friend, and 
in the early years of the Cranston Street 
enterprise in Providence he was a gener- 
ous contributor. The story supplies a 
pleasant connection between Mr. Bixby’s 
preaching in Cape Town, his experience 
in Burma, and the establishment of the 
Cranston Street Church. 

In the summer of 1869 the Friendship 
Street Church, in response to a request 
made by a few persons, appointed Mr. 
Bixby to look over the section of the city 
in the vicinity of Cranston Street, with 
reference to the need for missionary work. 
No action was taken upon his report, as 
the church did not deem it advisable to 
incur any new responsibility. 

Mr. Bixby realized the possibilities of 
the field and with strong faith in God he 
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resolved to undertake the work. His 
equally strong and spiritual wife gladly 
devoted to this cause her powers of mind 
and heart. Mr. Bixby’s faith and enthu- 
siasm attracted a few choice spirits who 
pledged themselves in a solemn covenant 
with God to the work of winning souls 
for Christ in Cranston Street. Foremost 
among these was Andrew Comstock, a 
man of rare wisdom, firmness, and gentle- 
ness, who for thirty years stood at the 
pastor’s right hand, and whose financial 
aid and moral support contributed largely 
to the success of the church. 

Limited space will not permit the men- 
tion of other consecrated men and women 
who have toiled and sacrificed for Jesus’ 
sake in this enterprise. 

In the month of September, 1869, Mr. 
Bixby raised, by personal solicitation, 
$2000 in pledges and money. No ap- 
peals were made to churches. He pur- 
chased the land for a chapel, paying 
$600 down, and giving his own personal 
note for $4000. On the back of the 
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deed he wrote, ‘‘ This is in no sense my 
personal property, but is held in trust for 
a church, yet to be formed.” 

Ground was broken in October and in 
three months the audience room, with a 
seating capacity of five hundred, was com- 
pleted. To save time and expense the 
work was done by the day, under Mr. 
Bixby’s supervision. He visited the build- 
ing three times a day, besides traveling 
from one end of the city to the other for 
the purpose of raising funds. Many times 
he returned with blistered feet and ex- 
hausted energies, but never with courage 
or determination exhausted. 

Although many of the subscriptions 
were in small sums, the workmen were 
paid every other week, until they had re- 
ceived $1500. Dealers commended the 
promptness with which Mr. Bixby paid 
for the building materials. The truth is 
that he used his own money to meet emer- 
gencies, until all he had in the world, 
namely $1400, was gone. The house was 
opened for service on the first Sunday in 
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1870, and a Sunday-school was organized 
the following Sabbath. 

At first the workers labored under very 
great disadvantages, such as might have 
discouraged those of less faith and perse- 
verance. The school was without Bibles 
and books, without papers and helps, with- 
out furniture, without money, without 
rooms save the audience room, and with- 
out the support of any organized church 
or society. They not only did not receive 
any pay for their work but they even gave 
of their own money for the necessary ex- 
penses. Mr. Bixby delivered three lectures 
on ‘“ Life in Burma,” and thus secured the 
first hundred dollars, which was used to 
purchase Bibles and singing-books. 

These were days of small beginnings, 
the period of preparation and of pioneer 
work, which put to the test the faith, 
constancy, and efficiency of the workers. 
The whole enterprise, in its inception and 
early development, was a venture of faith 
amounting in some minds almost to rash- 
ness, and involving on the part of some 
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of the workers personal sacrifices which 
will be felt as long as they live. The 
foundations were laid in prayer, in self- 
denial, and in personal consecration and 
toil, the full record of which will be 
known only in eternity. 

The Cranston Street Society was in- 
corporated in July, 1870, and the church 
was organized in the following October 
with fifty-six members, twenty-six of whom 
came from five other churches in the city, 

Mr. Bixby writes: “While we were 
grateful for the efficient helpers thus con- 
tributed, it was not our purpose to build 
at the expense of others; but, so far as 
possible, to occupy new ground and 
render available new material, and thereby 
add new strength to the denomination.” 

The covenant adopted by the church 
was written by Mr. Bixby, and is such a 
comprehensive, scriptural statement of 
Christian obligation that a copy is given 
in this volume. 

God's blessing rested upon the enter- 
prise from the beginning. The year 1871 
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opened with four hundred and twenty in 
the Sunday-school. A rich spiritual bless- 
ing was soon poured out upon the assem- 
bly, and many children and youth, and 
some adults, were brought to the Saviour. 
No extra agencies were used and there 
was no excitement. It was the work of 
the Spirit through the preaching and 
teaching of the Word. 

Forty members were received by bap- 
tism, and these, with a few who came by 
letter, doubled the membership of the 
church, This increase rendered necessary 
the enlargement of the chapel, and the 
sum of $3500 was expended for this pur- 
pose. 

Before the close of the year it became 
apparent that Mr. Bixby’s health was too 
seriously impaired to permit his return 
to Burma. Consequently, in September, 
1871, he resigned his connection with 
the Missionary Union, and the Cranston 
Street Society assumed the payment of 
his salary. 

In January, 1872, the Sabbath-school 
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assumed the support of Moung-See-Dee, 
a native missionary in the pastor’s former 
field, Burma, which support they still con- 
tinue. Moung-See-Dee has proved a faith- 
ful worker and has been the means of 
organizing ten churches. As one of the 
ordained preachers he now has charge of 
a large district, including several churches. 

In September, 1872, Mr. Bixby was ap- 
pointed District Secretary of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union for New Eng- 
land, and later was asked to accept the 
same position for New York State. Both 
of these calls he declined. 

In 1874 the Holy Spirit came in a 
marked manner upon all the services of 
the church and school. After the regular 
services meetings were held in the vestry, 
where the power of God was manifested 
in many conversions. On the 22d of 
March it was thought best to change the 
order of the Sunday-school and have a 
prayer and conference meeting. Such a 
season followed as neither pastor nor 
people had ever before witnessed. God’s 
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power so moved all hearts that scores 
arose and desired the prayers of God’s 
people. All who felt their need of a 
Saviour were asked to pass into the 
vestry, and this invitation was responded 
to in such numbers as to fill every seat, 
while nearly as many more remained 
standing. Many were led to consecrate 
themselves to God. Before the year 
closed forty-eight were received into this 
church by baptism, while others, on ac- 
count of family ties, united elsewhere. 

The growth was so rapid that early in 
1876 a second enlargement of the house 
was made, at a cost of $7000. 

In the year 1877 Mr. Bixby baptized 
twelve converts and organized a church 
at Oak Lawn. He had often preached 
there, thus supplementing the labors of 
brethren in his church, who for several 
years had conducted a Sunday-school and 
other services in that place. 

In June, 1876, the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity was conferred upon Mr. Bixby by 
the Central University of Iowa. 
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The year 1877 was made memorable 
by a wonderful manifestation of God’s 
saving grace. On February 11th the 
whole congregation was overwhelmed by 
the power of God, and the six hundred 
and nine scholars in the Sunday-school 
seemed to be moved by the same mighty 
influence. March 18th was Children’s 
Day. Mr. Bixby preached from the words, 
“Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the 
Kingdom of God.” An after-service was 
held, when about thirty children rose for 
prayer. An interesting inquiry meeting 
followed and several were converted. In 
the evening, while the service was in pro- 
gress in the vestry, two inquiry meetings, 
one for young men and one for lads, were 
held. Prayer meetings before the preach- 
ing service and before the Sunday-school 
were common at this time and were fruit- 
ful in results. This spiritual power con- 
tinued through the year, and fifty-five 
happy converts were received into the 
church. 
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The year 1878 was most remarkable 
and memorable. The Spirit of God was 
poured out upon the community, and in- 
quirers multiplied on every side. Seventy- 
two were received by baptism. 

The year 1879 was signalized by the 
removal of the church debt of $7500. 

At the end of ten years the church 
numbered five hundred and eighty-five 
and the Sunday-school had an enrollment 
of nine hundred. During these first years 
three thousand different members were 
received. Some remained only a few 
weeks or months, others for years, and 
not a few were connected with the church 
throughout the whole period. Who can 
measure the influence exerted upon them ? 
Who can measure the influence they will 
exert in the world? 

Mr. Bixby exhibited rare skill in the 
training of young converts and in devel- 
oping the power for service in the mem- 
bers of the church. His loving nature 
and genial manner won their hearts, and 
then with great tact he brought their 
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abilities into practical service, and moulded 
their characters for God. He was quick 
to discern the best that was in a person’s 
character and, overlooking all else, he 
strove to develop that gift. 

Although of an ardent, emotional tem- 
perament, he did not play upon the emo- 
tions of others for effect ; but he appealed 
to the reason and conscience of men, and 
sought to make his sermons educative. 
One man, who sat for years under his 
instruction, remarked : ‘“ To listen to such 
preaching is in itself an education.” 
One feature of his ministry which became 
more and more marked with advancing 
years was the tenderness, the appropriate- 
ness, and the spiritual power of his prayers. 

As the church and congregation grew 
in numbers both Mr. and Mrs. Bixby 
manifested wonderful tact and skill in 
harmonizing the widely varying disposi- 
tions and in developing, by the help of 
God, that unity of spirit and harmonious 
action found in this church. 

A large measure of the pastor’s success 
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was due to the intellectual strength and 
spiritual power of the wife who steadfastly 
supported and upheld him. Her life, her 
testimonies, and her interpretations of 
Scripture have left their impress upon 
this church. She was indeed 


“A perfect woman, nobly planned, 
To warn, to comfort and command,” 
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SECOND DECADE OF PASTORATE — SERVICE 
HORM IED eS PUBELOTISCHOOLS — SCALE LO 
HOME SECRETARYSHIP OF THE MIS- 
SIONARY UNION 


TueE second decade of service in the 
church was marked by the same gradual 
ingathering of souls. In the year 1881 
it became necessary to close the house 
for eleven weeks, for the third enlarge- 
ment and complete renovation. Two 
features of these improvements were the 
addition of a fine organ and a memorial 
window. The latter was an expression 
of the deep sense of loss sustained by the 
church in the death of Elizabeth C. Paine, 
the beloved superintendent of the primary 
department of the Sunday-school. 

When the services were resumed in the 
now very attractive rooms, a deep re- 
ligious interest began. The meetings 
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were for months characterized by deep 
solemnity and tenderness of spirit, and 
throughout the second ten years there 
was an almost continuous revival. These 
years of blessing were invariably the 
result of special, prolonged seasons of 
prayer. The pastor and his wife held 
prayer meetings with the young Chris- 
tians. Dr. Bixby often called for services 
of prayer before the sermon, and the 
teachers likewise met for an hour of 
prayer before the opening of Sunday- 
school. 

In the week of prayer the pastor some- 
times appointed a whole day for this special 
purpose, remaining himself throughout 
the day, while others came and went as 
their various duties required. The at- 
tendance was large and the result was 
a spiritual quickening of the church. 
In some years he held a series of meet- 
ings for the young, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, immediately at the close of 
the day schools. They were well at- 
tended both by children and adults, and 
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were helpful. The ladies of the church 
appointed special meetings in connection 
with these, often coming together two 
hours in advance of the children’s service 
and continuing in prayer until it began, 
and at the close retiring to a smaller 
room to pray until the evening service. 
Fervent, continuous prayer is in accord- 
ance with God’s will and was rewarded 
in the conversion of scores of precious 
souls. Among these converts were many 
heads of families. 

In the early years of this work Mrs. 
Bixby organized the “Family Band.” 
This was a band of praying women who 
strove to realize the efficacy of united 
prayer for a given object; namely, the 
conversion of some member of their own 
or others’ households. The band met 
monthly and in the first twenty years of 
the organization the conversions of per- 
sons whose names were upon its list 
averaged one for every prayer meeting. 

Mr. Bixby believed in pastoral visita- 
tion and in personal work with individu- 
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als, and in the early years of the church 
he devoted much time and strength to 
such service. 

The cares of a rapidly growing church 
and community, the study necessary in 
order to prepare thoughtful sermons for 
the same congregations for many con- 
secutive years, and a constant call for 
service outside of his parish, gradually 
encroached upon the time given to visi- 
tation. He was called upon to solemnize 
many marriages and far more frequently 
to comfort those who mourned the loss 
of friends and to bury their dead. His 
ministrations on such occasions were so 
appropriate and full of sympathy that the 
demands upon him for funeral services 
were incessant. These calls were not sim- 
ply from his own parishioners, but were 
often from strangers who had heard him 
officiate at a service, and whose hearts, in 
their own affliction, yearned for the con- 
solation he gave. Undertakers, who are 
often asked to call a minister, came for 
him. His tender sympathy, comforting 
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thoughts, and uplifting prayers have left 
an abiding impression. 

His long residence in the city and his 
sympathetic interest and enthusiastic sup- 
port in all educational movements led 
to his appointment upon the board and 
committees of the public schools and of 
several institutions of learning. 

From 1881 to 1896 Mr. Bixby served 
upon the school committee of Providence. 
His good judgment, his sympathy and in- 
fluence, were constantly employed for the 
good of the schools and the assistance of 
the teachers. Young women desiring to 
secure positions, and teachers who were 
in need of counsel and help, came often 
to his home, and always found him a 
sympathetic friend. Protestants and Cath- 
olics alike testify to his just, impartial, 
cordial assistance. He was always wel- 
come in their classrooms, and he will long 
be held by them in grateful remembrance. 

From 1887 to 1896, with the exception 
of one year, he was chairman of the music 
committee of the public schools. His 
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predecessor had laid wise plans for larger 
musical development, but it devolved 
upon Mr. Bixby to develop and elaborate 
them. He introduced into the schools a 
Normal Music Course which has resulted, 
under skillful teachers, in great musical 
proficiency. The success of this course 
has proved that school music can be ele- 
vated from a dull, uninteresting task, to 
the dignity of a mental accomplishment 
which gives both pleasure and profit. 

The pastor received new inspiration 
and joy when the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety was organized in 1886. 

In May of that year Mr. Bixby received 
the appointment of Secretary for the 
Home Department of the American Bap- 
tist Missionary Union. This was, per- 
haps, the most important of the numerous 
calls which had been extended to him, 
and he gave the subject prayerful consid- 
eration. He was the recipient at this 
time of many expressions from the friends 
of missions throughout the country, ap- 
proving the appointment. The members 

67 


>is THE LIFE AND WORK OF ri 


of his church also paid him tributes of 
love and affection, and expressed a unani- 
mous desire that he should not leave his 
pastorate. Andrew Comstock, his strong 
helper, was absent in the West, but he im- 
mediately sent this letter : 


I have just heard of the action of the Missionary 
Union. Ido sincerely hope that you can consci- 
entiously decline the honor. I know what will be 
your first consideration and that you will be 
guided by higher than selfish motives. The many 
urgent calls in the past that you have declined 
have made me feel that your life would be finished 
in the Cranston Street Church, and that when the 
church relations of either of us were changed it 
would be by death. My feelings are very, very 
strong that you may be permitted to remain still 
with our dear church. You understand so well 
the frailties of poor human nature, you are always 
so discreet and wise, you have such a hold upon 
the people that all are led to work in harmony, 
notwithstanding the great diversities of thought, 
inclination and disposition with which you must 
contend. That one pastor can year after year 
lead his flock in such harmony always did seem to 
me beautiful. A long and faithful pastorate is 
what the blessed Master would approve. 
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The following letter expresses the uni- 
versal sentiment of the church members: 


My DEAR Pastor: I would not influence you 
to violate your conscience in the matter of duty, 
but I want to mention one or two reasons which 
come to my mind why I hope you may decide to 
remain with us. The relations between pastor and 
people of the Cranston Street Church are of a pe- 
culiarly tender nature. We have grown up together 
like a tree in good soil, and we don’t know how 
deep down the fibers have gone until we try to 
root them up. I cannot bear the thought of sepa- 
ration; it seems almost like the parting of husband 
and wife. I think the past winter has demon- 
strated that you can do something for missions 
while remaining a pastor, and I am not sure but 
that your influence in building up a “ missionary 
church” may be productive of as large a measure 
of good to the cause, as your efforts in the proposed 
new field. Our church needs you; never needed 
you more, and I trust by the blessing of God we 
may raise up those who shall go out to labor in 
His vineyard “even unto the ends of the earth” 
Personally I owe much to my pastor. Your high 
standard has ever been an incitement to me to aim 
high. All things lead me to say, “ don’t leave us.” 
My heart is full. Whatever your decision is, may 
God’s will be done. C. R. STARK. 
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Such expressions, from many who had 
shared with him the toils and responsibil- 
ities of years, led Mr. Bixby to decline 
the appointment, despite the fact that he 
was in full sympathy with the Missionary 
Union, having been for twenty-four years 
a member of the Board of Managers, and 
for sixteen years Recording Secretary of 
the Board. Mrs. Bixby was closely identi- 
fied with the Woman’s Baptist Foreign 
Missionary Society. Their devotion to 
the cause and their intelligent presenta- 
tion of information had developed a strong 
missionary spirit in the people. Mem- 
bers of the church and others who wor- 
shipped here while in college are now 
missionaries in many parts of the world. 
Two are in China, one in Japan, seven in 
Burma, one in Assam, and two in India, 
while eight, at least, have engaged in 
Home Mission work. 

The thought expressed in the covenant 
that ‘“‘we will not be slow to recognize 
the call of God to occupy new fields” was 
emphasized in 1889 by the establishment 
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of what is now called the Calhoun Avenue 
Mission. Preaching and Sunday-school 
services have been faithfully maintained 
by members of this church. 
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CHAPTER VI 


RELATIONS TO INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING 
— ANNIVERSARIES — COMPLETION OF 
FIFTY YEARS’ MINISTRY — RESIGNA- 
TION — TRANSLATION 


EDUCATIONAL institutions found in Dr. 
Bixby an enthusiastic supporter, and his 
influence was always in favor of thorough 
preparation for life’s duties in college and 
seminary. Brown University occupied a 
high place in his interest and affection. 
He urged young men and women to im- 
prove their educational advantages and 
many were influenced by him to enter 
college. He approved of co-education 
and used his influence in favor of admit- 
ting women to this University. His own 
struggle for an education made him very 
sympathetic with others in like circum- 
stances, and many students in financial 
straits found him a generous friend. He 
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freely used his influence, money, library, 
home, and church for their welfare. Dur- 
ing the last year of his life he received 
from former students many letters of ap- 
preciation, with mention of the helpful 
impress of his ministry upon their lives. 
Sentences like the following cheered his 
heart : 


I still treasure among the choicest memories of 
my college days the Sundays spent with you. So 
highly did I prize what I received from the services 
that I did not count the long walk from college 
tedious, but pleasant. I think I may say without 
any exaggeration or undue praise, that I owe more 
in the fashioning and determining of my Christian 
character during the important impressible period 
of student life to you and the Cranston Street 
Baptist Church than to any other single influence. 
No small part of the good you have done has 
been received by the Brown boys from the hill. 


Students who became pastors were 
helped by his spiritual methods and ex- 
pressed their appreciation as follows : 


I look upon my privileges and labors with you 
and the church as among the greatest blessings 
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God has ever granted me. While with you my 
eyes were opened to the fact that a continuous 
revival was possible. I beheld the convicting, 
upbuilding power of God’s Holy Word when 
plainly spoken, 


Another, now a pastor in Boston, writes: 


I regard the training in spiritual things enjoyed 
in your church as of paramount importance. 


In June, 1890, Dr. Bixby was unani- 
mously elected a member of the board of 
trustees of Brown University. He was 
also a trustee of Newton Theological 
Institution ; a trustee and member of the 
executive committee of Worcester Acad- 
emy; and he held similar relations with 
Derby Academy, Vermont; Hartshorn 
Memorial College; and the Union Uni- 
versity in Richmond, Virginia. He was 
for fifteen years president of the Rhode 
Island Education Society. The Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Missionary Society 
invited him to undertake the superin- 
tendence of the education of the colored 
people, but this position he declined. 
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The continued growth of the congrega- 
tion and Sabbath-school taxed to the ut- 
most the capacity of the Chapel. In 1890 
the pastor and people believed that the 
time had come to erect a temple adapted 
to the worship of God. On the 15th 
of February the pastor preached from 
the words: ‘“‘Speak unto the children of 
Israel that they bring me an offering; of 
every man that giveth it willingly with 
his heart, ye shall take my offering, and 
let them make me a sanctuary that I may 
dwell among them.” The contributions 
and pledges on that day amounted to 
$40,000. Ground was broken October 
27, 1891, and the corner-stone was laid 
in April, 1892. The building was dedi- 
cated on Friday, November 17, and Sun- 
day, November 19, 1893. We quote from 
an article written by Rev. T. E. Bartlett: 


The Cranston Street Church, Providence, has 
built an edifice that fitly expresses its strength. 
Every few years this people has done something 
in the way of church building, but till now the 
aim has been to secure accommodation rather 
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than beauty or permanence. At last, as was to 
be expected, the beauty and elegance have ap- 
peared. Placed diagonally on the corner of Crans- 
ton and Superior Streets, on the lot adjoining the 
old property, now stands the finest by far of our 
Baptist church edifices in Rhode Island. This 
new ornament to our city is monumental in the 
solidity of its appearance, imposing whether viewed 
from without or from within. 

Following mainly the Romanesque type of archi- 
tecture, it is built of pale blue stone, with freestone 
trimmings and pillars of finest Westerly granite 
at the entrance. All the finishings are of polished 
oak. The shape is that of the Greek cross, only the 
transepts are semicircular. Care has been taken 
not only to have beautiful windows but to have 
them in soft tints, restful to the eye. Of course, 
the floor is amphitheatrical. Steam heating and 
incandescent light form part of the equipment 
of the twentieth century church. There are sit- 
tings for eight hundred persons, a small gallery 
over the vestibule having seats for nearly a hun- 
dred more. From organ to vestibule and across 
the transepts the room measures ninety-two feet 
each way. 

There is no provision for social worship, or for 
the Sunday-school in the new structure, yet the 
outlay for the site and the building has been 
$62,000. Here is the consummation of Dr. Bixby’s 
pastorate of nearly a quarter of a century at this 
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post. He found no building thereon, no church, 
no organization of any kind. He has now two 
edifices for the home work, and another still for a 
vigorous out-station. The membership of his 
church is over 640. There are over one thou- 
sand connected with the two schools. The visible 
achievement, not to speak of the spiritual results, 
is such as might gratify any pastor’s ambition, 
such, surely, as few men are permitted to see 
spring up under their direction. Yet it is but just, 
in speaking of this phenomenal success, to recog- 
nize the unfailing and exceptional liberality of 
one man, who from the beginning has freed the 
pastor from all real anxiety for the financial part 
of his enterprise. There has always been a visible 
arm forthe church and pastor to lean upon. 
When the full history of this church is written, the 
name of Comstock will not fail to appear in many 
a chapter. 


The following year, 1894, was crowned 
with spiritual blessing, and eighty-three 
were baptized. The twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the church was observed in the 
early part of January, 1896. On this oc- 
casion Dr. E. Benjamin Andrews, Presi- 
dent of Brown University, delivered an 
address in which mention was made of 
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Dr. Bixby’s administrative ability, his 
singular power to secure the help of ex- 
ceptional men, and his sympathy with 
youth. 

In June, 1896, Dr. Bixby was honored 
by a unanimous election to membership 
in the Rhode Island Alpha of the Phi 
Beta Kappa. That year the pastor deliv- 
ered his thirtieth Thanksgiving sermon, 
preached in unbroken succession to his 
congregation. On the last night of the 
year he observed the twenty-ninth watch- 
meeting. These services always resulted 
in spiritual blessing. 

The thirtieth anniversary of the Cran- 
ston Street Church and the completion of 
fifty years of active ministry of the Gospel 
by the pastor were observed January 21, 
1900. The following evening a reception 
was tendered Dr. and Mrs. Bixby by the 
Men’s Club. Pastors of other churches 
and of other denominations and from 
other States and prominent citizens of 
Providence joined with the church mem- 
bers in congratulations and expressions of 
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esteem. Rev. T. E. Bartlett, as the repre- 
sentative of the Baptist Ministers’ Confer- 
ence of Rhode Island, made the following 
address : 


My HOoNnorRED FRIEND: 

When your brethren in the ministry of Providence 
and vicinity learned of the public recognition to be 
given to your Ministerial Jubilee, they were glad to 
have some part in the joyful occasion and to de- 
liver to you a message. For fifty years you have 
stood as a public advocate of Christ and His salva- 
tion. We, your friends and fellow-workers in the 
Gospel ministry, feel the deep significance of so 
long a period of service, and we bring to you our 
affectionate congratulations. It was your privilege 
in your young manhood to give expression to your 
loyalty and devotion to Christ by nearly twelve 
years of missionary service among the people of 
Burma. As you recall those years to-night with 
tender emotions, we rejoice with you in the un- 
alloyed satisfaction the memory of such work for 
Christ must bring. 

Your two pastorates in this city cover more than 
a third of a century, and your labor with this 
church of your fondest love, thirty full and pros- 
perous years. We joyfully recognize the power 
and loving kindness of God manifest in the suc- 
cess you have been permitted to reach. Yours has 
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been a ministry marked by fidelity to revealed 
truth; you have been moved by a profound faith in 
the present power of Divine grace, and you have 
held on your way with unfaltering purpose, herald- 
ing the reality of this Divine remedy for human 
sorrow and sin. We join with you to-night in 
thanksgiving to God that, in the blessings that 
have crowned your work, this faith of yours has 
been so signally confirmed. 

In your foresight in laying the foundations and 
planning for the growth of this church, in your 
counsels for missionary work in our State, or on the 
wider field of home or foreign missions, you have * 
always felt the uplifting and cheering power of 
a conviction that, under God, something could 
be, and therefore ought to be done, to change for 
the better present conditions. Obstacles never 
seemed to appall you or weaken your resolve to 
reach the open sea of your desire. By this daunt- 
lessness of spirit and abounding hope you have 
been a leader and helper in many an enterprise. 

Through all these years you have borne a name 
without spot and above reproach. The central 
truths of a Divine Revelation which you empha- 
sized at the beginning, you are enforcing with 
augmented power still. 

If this community where you have done the 
greatest visible work of your life has come to speak 
of the noble church built here as “ Dr. Bixby’s,” 
it has given it a name that represents something 
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definite and one that cannot be effaced. Both the 
name and the church that has grown up about it 
stand for the pure word of God, for an aggressive 
Gospel, for enlightenment of mind and heart, for 
world-wide missions. 

Your interest in Cranston Street Church has 
been intense, but your own church has never con- 
fined and absorbed your sympathies. Every de- 
nominational enterprise has found in you a warm 
friend. You have given the cause of education 
efficient help by your position on the governing 
Boards of such seats of learning as Brown Univer- 
sity, Newton Theological Institution, Worcester 
Academy, Hartshorn Memorial College, and Union 
University of Virginia. 

Pastors in perplexity have always found in you 
a friend. 

You will be remembered for many years for 
your sympathetic and fatherly interest in college 
students. They have flocked around you, and de- 
parting have carried the impress of your kindness 
to the ends of the earth. 

You have left your mark upon the public schools 
of Providence, by your work as Chairman of the 
Committee on Music, under whose direction the 
present method of instruction in music was in- 
troduced. 

You are venerable by reason of your long and 
successful career ; but you do not seem to us old. 
What shall be done with the veteran preacher? 

6 
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they are asking out in the cold world. There is 
but one Christian answer. Honor him, as we do 
now and here. We remember his defense of the 
Gospel. We prize the enthusiasm and courage 
that continue unabated after the wear and toil of 
fifty years. The young recruit may bring a full 
ardor to his untried task, and it is well; but some- 
thing rarer and more precious is the zeal you pos- 
sess, which has lasted through fifty campaigns. 
The warmth of your sympathy has given com- 
fort to thousands ; the breadth of your sympathy 
has been an example and an inspiration. We 
thank God for your success and that time has 
dealt so kindly with you, and pray that you may 
still have years in which to gather sheaves. Be 
assured your brethren in the ministry esteem you 
highly, both for your works’ and for your own sake. 
We heartily praise God to-night for your work, 
your character, your example, and join with you 
and the noble brethren, your fellow-workers here, 
in thanksgiving to God on this memorable day, 
and in the name of those beloved pastors of Rhode 
Island, whom I represent, I give you, with all my 
heart, this hand, representing the cordial love and 
abounding esteem in which you are held. 


Mr. Bixby’s constitution was seriously 
undermined by a severe attack of la grippe 
in March, 1899, and from that time he 
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slowly succumbed to an insidious disease. 
He returned from his vacation in Septem- 
ber, 1900, very much enfeebled but de- 
termined to preach as long as he had 
strength to speak. Each effort increased 
his suffering and finally after a week of 
mental anguish he wrote his resignation. 


PROVIDENCE, R, I., Sept. 30, 1900. 


To the Cranston Street Baptist Church and Soctety : 


My Dear BRETHREN: For several years it has 
been in my mind and sometimes in my speech, that 
when I had reached the fiftieth anniversary of my 
ordination and the thirtieth anniversary of my set- 
tlement in Cranston Street, I should retire from an 
active ministry. When I reached that point in 
September, one year ago, I was still in vigorous 
health. It seemed that so long as I could do good 
work I should continue my pastorate. But within 
the past year a great change has come. My ro- 
bust health is gone. In my enfeebled condition I 
dare not attempt to goon. Iam fully convinced 
that I cannot do the work which this church needs 
to have done. The church is dearer to me than 
my life. I cannot consent to stand in the way of 
its progress. 

Therefore, in view of all the circumstances, 
after much thought and prayer, I feel constrained 
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to present to you my resignation. This I do here 
and now with an honest desire and purpose that 
this day shall terminate my pastorate in the Cran- 
ston Street Baptist Church. 

My earnest prayer is that you may soon be di- 
rected to the right man to be your minister and 
one who shall unite all hearts and forces and carry 
forward the high and holy mission to which God 
has called you. He will find in me, not a jealous 
critic, but a hearty ally in everything that pertains 
to the welfare of the church. My first thought, 
my only thought, to-day, is the welfare of this 
church. 

Let all the members and friends stand by this 
church, all the more because the pastor must leave. 
You are a great army of church members. You 
are strong in a holy harmony. Let no man, wo- 
man, or child break the ranks. You are strong in 
the protection of that Great Shepherd who never 
resigns and who says: “Lo, I am with you al- 
ways.” I confidently expect to see the Cranston 
Street Baptist Church move steadily forward with 
unbroken columns, led by the Captain of our sal- 
vation. All eyes are upon you. 

The eyes that never slumber are watching you. 
If you are all true to conscience, true to your 
covenant, true to Christ, the future of this dear 
church will be even more glorious than the past. 
When another thirty years have rolled away, it may 
still be a strong tower of the truth on which the 
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smile of God shall rest like the light of the morn- 
ing. 

By as much as you loved me, I entreat you not 
to sadden my life or break my heart by ever de- 
serting this sanctuary, or by allowing the fires of 
devotion to burn low on these sacred altars. It is 
a fond hope with me to-day that however much 
you may honor and love my successor, you will 
keep a warm place in your hearts for the man who 
gave the best thirty-one years of his life to your 
service. 

Before I close, I desire to bear record to the 
uniform kindness of this church to me. You have 
not only been kind, but generous and magnani- 
mous. You have paid me monthly in advance for 
thirty years, a most praiseworthy example. My 
imperfections and faults and shortcomings have 
been many, but you have borne with them with 
patience, without casting a stone. There has been 
no friction; you do not know what it is to quarrel. 
Please do not learn. These thirty-one years have 
been to me years of unbounded joy. You have 
made them so. The success of my ministry has 
been largely due to your faithful co-operation. 
The young people of the church have been loyal 
and loving to me and a great help in my work. 
You have never opposed me in any of my plans. 
True as steel, you have always upheld me, I love 
you more than I can express in words. I shall 
hold you in everlasting remembrance. What is 
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my joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye 
in the presence of Christ at His coming? 

One of my chief sorrows is that I leave some 
of my beloved hearers out of Christ. They have 
been faithfully warned, they have been lovingly 
invited here. Once more, as though God did 
beseech them by me, I implore them in Christ’s 
name to be reconciled to God. 

This dear pulpit, whose teachings are based on 
the Rock of Ages, will stand long after my lips 
have turned to dust. It will be visible from the 
judgment seat. Its witness will be that I deter- 
mined to know not anything among you save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. To-day I write 
the last page in the record of thirty-one bright 
years. I shall fold up the book and lay it away 
and it will not lose its fragrance while between 
its leaves are the pressed flowers of your love. 
When my closing eyes shall look at their record 
for the last time, I hope to discover there only 
one name, the name that is above any name, Jesus 
Christ, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

The last words I utter as pastor in this sacred 
spot are: “ Unto Him that loves us and delivers us 
from sin, with His precious blood, and unto God, 
be all the praise and thanks and dominion and 
glory, for ever and ever, Amen.” 

Affectionately yours, 
Moses H. Brxsy. 
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Gracious and tender ministrations from 
his people brightened Dr. Bixby’s remain- 
ing months, but as soon as pastoral care 
and the impetus to service were removed 
his strength rapidly failed. 

He was gratified that in accordance 
with his wishes the church at once called 
his successor. He expressed his cordial 
approval of Dr. Henson and in a few 
felicitous words introduced him to the 
church and congregation on the first Sab- 
bath in January, 1901. Sunday evening, 
January 27th, he gave the hand of fel- 
lowship to the new pastor and his wife. 
His final illness confined him to his bed 
for three weeks and in extreme weakness 
he awaited his release saying, “I am 
ready whenever my Lord shall come.” 
The end came suddenly, from _heart- 
failure, and on the 20th of March, 1901, 
he entered upon his eternal reward, just 
five days prior to the death of his beloved 
wife. 

Lines from her pen suitably close this 
record: 
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O ye beloved who mourn for your dead, and 
ye that weep with them that weep, and ye whose 
hearts have scarce been touched by sorrow, lift up 
your heads. Silence shall not always last. The 
songs of heaven are begun on earth, and by and 
by echo shall meet echo, and the songs shall blend, 
and there shall go up the one grand pzan, “ Bless- 
ing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever.” 
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WORDS AND ADDRESSES IN 
MEMORY OF DR BUX bY 


WHEN the word had spread across the 
continent that the life-work of Dr. Moses 
Homan Bixby was done, and that he had 
gone to join the Master in whose vine- 
yard he had labored so long, tender mes- 
sages of love and condolence were sent to 
Providence from all parts of the country. 
Loving testimonials to Dr. Bixby’s help- 
fulness and beautiful personality were 
received from both men and women, in- 
cluding missionaries, brother ministers, 
and former students of Brown University. 

A memorial service to Dr. Bixby and_ 
Laura Gage Bixby, his wife, was held at 
the Cranston Street Baptist Church, Mon- 
day evening, April 8, 1901. Addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. L. L. Henson, 
D.D., at whose installation as pastor of 
the Cranston Street Church Dr. Bixby 
had assisted so short a time before; the 
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Rev. Alvah Hovey, D.D.; of the Newton 
Theological Institution, and others. A 
few of these memorials are included in 
this volume, as expressive of the thoughts 
and feelings of the many men, women, and 
children who hold his memory dear. 
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FROM E. BENJAMIN ANDREWS, D.D., LL.D., 
CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF NEBRASKA 


My memory of Moses H. Bixby is vivid and 
altogether pleasant. Through association with 
him as a member of the Brown University 
Corporation, and in committee work incident 
to that office, I came to know him well. The 
purity of his character and his sincerity always 
impressed me. I found him an admirable ad- 
viser. He was deeply interested in the Uni- 
versity and wrought in every possible way to 
further its interests. He was uniformly pres- 
ent at corporation meetings. He shunned no 
toil demanded of him. He labored many years 
upon the very important Library Committee, 
attending its meetings regularly, this sometimes 
at great inconvenience to himself. 

Mr. Bixby had faith in the rising generation. 
He knew the mighty strength of the young. 
Such always felt him to be their champion. 
They reciprocated his confidence, thronged his 
congregation, and submitted themselves to his 
guidance. His influence over them was more 
than mental, it was spiritual, moral, human. 
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Beyond any other member of the University 
Corporation, I think, Mr. Bixby personally in- 
terested himself in the bright young scholars 
whom he knew, and took active measures to in- 
duce the more promising among them to seek 
higher education. Secular no less than minis- 
terial education seemed to him precious. In 
season and out of season, in public and in pri- 
vate, he spoke of education as an important 
interest. He preached about it and prayed for 
it. He urged upon parents their children’s 
claims for ample schooling. Several score of 
men and women who have received a collegiate 
education have owed to Dr. Bixby’s earnest 
counsel their earliest thought and determina- 
tion in the matter. These, their children, and 
their children’s children ought to rise up and 
call him blessed, and many of the number will 
certainly do so. At atime when few cherished 
so advanced a thought he had become con- 
vinced that, generally speaking, the thorough 
education of a woman is as important, whether 
to the church or to society, as the thorough 
education of aman. This belief he boldly ad- 
vocated on every proper occasion, and he was 
able to bring not a few opponents over to his 
side. 

After students had taken up the business of 
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their education, whether through his encourage- 
ment or otherwise, he exercised watchful care 
over them, cheered them if despondent, assisted 
them with money—often out of his own 
pocket, sometimes solicited from others—when 
they were in need, and saw them adequately 
and kindly provided for in case of illness. The 
good man’s record in this loving ministry would 
deserve to evoke benedictions upon his mem- 
ory if there were nothing else to say of him. 

Dr. Bixby’s catholicity was remarkable and 
exemplary. He had no fear that education, 
discussion, or research could permanently 
weaken religion. I have never known a man 
of his deep religious experience and intensity 
of belief who was his peer in breadth of view, 
charity, and consideration for those who did 
not regard religious matters as he did. It was 
impossible for him to think ill of any one on 
doctrinal grounds. At any rate he could not 
be brought to speak ill of people on such 
grounds. 

After Professor E. P. Gould retired from the 
Newton Theological Institution, many of his 
clerical brethren, thinking his teachings errone- 
ous, did not wish him to speak in the Minister’s 
Meeting. Dr. Bixby earnestly and vehemently 
insisted that he should be invited. He could 
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not rank errors, or supposed errors, in doctrine 
as obliquities of character or think of them 
as derogating from personal worth. No small 
part of his extraordinary influence as a Chris- 
tian minister was due to this width of sympathy. 
Liberal and progressive minds and those most 
conservative agreed in respecting him and in 
seeking and following his advice. This part of 
the man’s influence will perhaps outlast any 
other ; for it is such as he who are enabling the 
religious life of our time to maintain its precious 
continuity, conveying along whatever of its rich- 
ness is due to the past while ceaselessly adding 
elements from God’s immediate and present 
revelation of Himself in Nature and in Man. 
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DR. BIXBY’S RELATIONS WITH BROWN UNI- 
VERSITY 


By PRESIDENT WILLIAM H. P. FAUNCE 


Ever since I first came to know the city of 
Providence, I have known Dr. Bixby, and have 
watched with keen interest his work for the 
Church and the world. During my student 
days I knew him as a pastor whose influence 
with students was at least as large as that of 
any other minister in the city, and when I 
came into official relations with the University 
I found him a most sympathetic and helpful 
colleague. His service tothe University and to 
hundreds of its students has been noteworthy. 
Yet his busy life left him little scholarly 
leisure, and he never gained or sought reputa- 
tion for erudition in any one department of 
human knowledge. It is worth our while to 
ask how it is that this pastor of a great church, 
weighed down with multitudinous cares, living 
and preaching at considerable distance from 
the University, was yet able through more 
than thirty years to exercise so constant an in- 
fluence on student life. 

One secret of it was that he treated students 
as human beings. He did not regard them as 
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a separate class of men, needing a peculiar kind 
of religion, a special code of morals, and a 
“college church.” He treated them frankly 
and simply as men, who do not want either 
flattery or condescension, who do not crave 
“pulpit oratory ” or hunger for a weekly “ rec- 
onciliation of science and religion,” who do 
not want theology or philosophy from their 
minister, but do want a practical religion which 
shall mould and dominate their entire life. 
The students who filled many of his pews 
knew they would not be singled out as subjects 
of special moral lectures, or treated to flights 
of ‘sacred eloquence,” but would hear the 
same Gospel as that the preacher gave to all 
the world, and be treated like all the rest of 
the great congregation. He never preached at 
young men, but directly and frankly Zo them. 
He never dressed truth in fantastic costume to 
make it attractive. He was incapable of eva- 
sion or pretense. He had in every sentence 
the accent of reality, and the passion for reality 
is the mark of modern thinking. To most 
young men to-day, a large part of the message 
of the Church seems not untrue perhaps, but 
unreal and shadowy. Much of it bears the 
stamp of a scholastic philosophy now discred- 
ited, or of legal forms which are devitalized 


98 


js MOSES HOMAN BIXBY fs 


and mechanical. Dr. Bixby was never counted 
as “advanced” in theology, but whatever 
formula he adopted was so permeated with his 
own sincerity and intensity that it seemed vital 
and full of meaning. Coming from his heart 
as well as his head, it had power to reach the 
hearts and transform the lives of young men. 
But he was more than a sincere preacher — 
he was a genuine pastor to scores of students. 
They were accustomed to unburden themselves 
to him, sure of finding sympathy of a practical 
kind in all their struggles,—social, financial, 
moral, or intellectual. If he could not solve 
their doubts, he could set them at work in 
wholesome and helpful ways. If he could not 
answer all their questions, he could offer them 
a friendship on the part of himself and his 
church which was often a powerful influence for 
good. Ifhe could not help with silver and gold, 
such as he had he gave, and the grateful response 
of many showed that he did not give in vain. 
For young men away from home this sympathy 
on the part of acity pastor means more than can 
be easily expressed. Many of these young men 
could never have completed a college course 
had it not been for the kindly interest and con- 
tagious courage of Dr. Bixby. He had not for- 
gotten his own early struggles and the lessons 
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of hope and patience and faith which they 
brought him. Out of such experiences he had 
learned the secret of ministering to young men. 

On the Board of Trustees of Brown Uni- 
versity we always found in Dr. Bixby a genial 
and helpful associate. While he did not as- 
sume to discuss the complex technical prob- 
lems of modern education, and rarely expressed 
opinions regarding them, he was always in 
favor of progress in method and equipment. 
He was no worshiper of yesterday, but real- 
ized that new men and new methods were 
demanded by the new era. Thus advancing 
years in no way changed his attitude toward 
education, but only manifested his growing 
breadth of view. For him the pursuit of 
knowledge was not a matter of mere intellectual 
curiosity, but an equipment for service in the 
Kingdom of God. He loved students more 
than studies, and valued knowledge only as 
transmuted into character. 

The progress of Christian education in com- 
ing years will demand acute specialists, schol- 
ars of high renown; but it will also demand 
many such helpers as Dr. Bixby, who out of a 
wealth of human experience and religious con- 
viction can offer to students what they most 
need in their eager and plastic years. 
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DR. BIXBY AND NEWTON THEOLOGICAL IN- 
STITUTION 


By Rev. ALVAH Hovey, D.D. 


“And Enoch walked with God: and he was 
not; for God took him.” This is the history 
in brief of the best man before the flood. And 
it is the history of him whose life we review 
to-night. More than this, it will be the history 
of every eminent saint until the end of time. 

You will bear in mind that the Record does 
not say, and Enoch “ talked ” with God, though 
it might have said this; or that he “obeyed” 
God, though it might have said this also; or 
that he was “at peace’? with God, though it 
might have said this as well; but rather that 
he “walked” with God, and surely this is 
enough, for it embraces the whole life of the 
Seventh from Adam. 

Think of them there, in that primeval world, 
the invisible God and the patriarchal man, walk- 
ing side by side during a period of three hun- 
dred and sixty-five years. God was moving on 
with divine graciousness of purpose and of act, 
and Enoch was keeping step with his unseen 
Friend. 
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For, be it remembered, everything is in mo- 
tion. Sun and stars, land and sea, body and 
soul, are subject to the law of change. Up- 
ward or downward we are all going or carried. 
Even death itself is but “crossing the bar” to 
enter upon the greater sea beyond. In this re- 
spect Dr. Bixby was by free choice in accord 
with God and the highest life. I used to think 
of him as one who could “run and not be 
weary,” who could “ walk and not faint.” 

But I am expected to bring a more definite 
message to you who knew him so well, and in 
some respects so much better than I. Dr. 
Bixby was made a trustee of the Newton Theo- 
logical Institution in 1888, and by re-elections 
was continued in that office until the day of his 
death. To the duties of his position on that 
Board he was singularly faithful, if we bear in 
mind his distance from Newton and his heavy 
responsibilities to other bodies. His views of 
theological education were well considered and 
wisely expressed. He was a good counselor. 
He was in sympathy with the highest aims and 
the worthiest traditions of the school. His 
presence at an anniversary was felt to be a 
reason for congratulation, and his absence a 
ground for sorrow. The trustees were always 
delighted to see his face among them, and to 
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avail themselves of his ripe experience. If he 
sometimes stood with the minority, as every 
conscientious man is likely to do in such a cor- 
poration, his evident sincerity and nobleness of 
spirit brought to him a certain kind of victory 
in defeat, since he appeared to gain in Christian 
influence over those with whom he could not 
agree on the point at issue, and this I look upon 
as supreme evidence of greatness in a man of 
God. It affords me pleasure to add in this 
connection that Dr. Bixby was highly esteemed 
and loved by the members of the faculty. His 
largeness of mind, his sympathy with all forms 
of good work, and his unfailing courtesy and 
brotherly kindness, commanded their respect 
and won their love. 

But among those who were gladdest to see 
him in Newton were the young men who had 
profited by his ministry during their college 
course; for they had learned while in Brown to 
admire his goodness, to revere his wisdom, and 
to esteem highly his advice. In him they had 
seen a servant of Christ, true to his Master and 
making full proof of his ministry. I have never 
known a succession of students in the Seminary 
more loyal to their pastor than the young men 
from the Cranston Street Church have been to 
Dr. Bixby. This is to their credit, as well as 
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to the honor of him who was entitled to all 
their love and confidence. 

Hence the fruits of his “work of faith and 
labor of love and patience of hope” in this city 
can never be rightly measured without taking 
into account his perennial sympathy with candi- 
dates for the Christian ministry, and his gra- 
cious influence upon them. He took them to 
his heart, gave them his confidence, led them 
to the throne of grace, revealed to them the 
secret of power, and set before them in the 
most natural way an example of earnest devo- 
tion to the service of God. He cautioned the 
rash, he encouraged those who were losing 
heart, and he helped many a one over a hard 
place. So that, being dead, he yet speaks. 
His own lips may be closed until the resurrec- 
tion morn; but lips which he touched with a 
live coal from the altar will utter among men 
for years to come the message which was dear 
to his heart. 

What an inspiration to consuming zeal for 
the recovery of men from a life of sin to fellow- 
ship with God is there in the great law of the 
conservation of energy in religious life. Ina 
sense every good deed is immortal; it passes 
from one soul to another; it lives and multi- 
plies a hundred fold in the next generation, and 
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perhaps a thousand fold inthe third. It is like 
bread cast upon the waters. We rejoice in 
this law of holy influence; and were it not for 
the dreadful fact that the same law obtains in the 
transmission of evil, we could even now see 
the approaching dawn of millennial life from the 
mountain peaks of our earthly Zion. 

I am not anxious to have you believe that 
the fullest stream of living water from the soul 
of our sainted brother flowed northward and 
poured itself into Newton, so that from thence, 
mingled with rills from similar fountains, it was 
borne through living channels into the four 
quarters of the earth. I do not forget that 
to this church and this netghborhood, to these 
circles of young and old in the goodly city of 
Providence, he gave the fullness of his strength 
and the amplest treasures of his heart; nor do 
I forget that the people here are likely to be 
the brightest jewels of his crown at the last 
day. Yet the overflow of his inward life was 
certainly felt in the life of Newton and was 
carried from that blessed fountain to many a 
city, and many a hamlet, athirst and barren, in 
the great world-field of humanity; and it is not 
for us to hide the joy we feel at the extent of 
his influence, or at the manifold channels by 
which it was conveyed to mankind. We will 
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exult and be glad that he was endowed with 
such good sense and filled with such heavenly 
grace that students were drawn to him with 
cords of love, and moved by his spirit and ex- 
ample to devote all their energies without re- 
serve to the service of Christ in the Gospel! 
For so mighty are the tides which sweep men 
earthward, and so vast the mountains of diffi- 
culty to be scaled in following the narrow way, 
that we almost shout for joy when a man ap- 
pears whose faith grasps the unseen and eternal 
with apostolic firmness, and who says, with 
ringing voice, to the timid and hesitant, Be 
strong, and fear not. 

Such a man, as far as I knew him, was Dr. 
Bixby; practical, devout, without guile, ready 
to spend and be spent for the cause and for the 
Master he loved. It is therefore certain that 
he was like a shock of corn, fully ripe and 
gathered in its season. He may well have said, 
though I am not aware that he did, 


“Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me. 
And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea. 


“But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
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When that which drew from out the bound- 
less deep 
Turns again home. 


“Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark. 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark. 


“For though from out our bourne of time and 
place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face, 
When I have crossed the bar.” 
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DR. BIXBY AND RHODE ISLAND BAPTISTS 
By Rev. T. E. BARTLETT 


The topic assigned to me is not intended to 
turn me aside from paying a personal tribute 
to the character and achievement of the life we 
commemorate to-night. No wonder Dr. Bixby 
always found helpers to further any work he 
hadin hand. He hada large faith in men that 
made it natural and easy for him to treat men 
with cordiality. He saw the latent powers of 
some new acquaintance and gave at once the 
kind of greeting which others would give if 
those powers were visible. As he looked into 
one’s face he seemed to say, “I believe there is 
a noble being here, awaking to service or need- 
ing only the call of a friendly voice.” 

In speaking of the personal qualities of such 
a friend, one is relieved from the fear of ex- 
aggeration; only the pressure of time to-night 
occasions apprehension of speaking too long. 
Dr. Bixby manifested in his treatment of others 
so marked a cordiality that many men to this 
day cherish the belief that they enjoyed a spe- 
cial and honored place in the good doctor’s 
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heart. It has been my privilege to be ac- 
quainted with the Cranston Street Church in 
each of the five-year periods into which its 
good history has been divided. I recall to- 
night my first visit here. If I should give ex- 
pression to my impressions as they still live in 
my memory, my words would seem _ unre- 
strained praise of this church. If the first 
chapel were now in being, I could go to the 
spot where Dr. Bixby extended both his hands 
to greet the college student and gave me such 
a welcome as none ever gave me before. It 
would be impossible to efface the memory of 
that kind and fatherly look. And that wel- 
come, apparently exceptional because so warm, 
I learned later was his customary way of win- 
ning men to himself and of enlisting them in 
Christ’s work. He had a large faith in human 
nature when touched by the Spirit of God, see- 
ing endowments unseen at first by others, 
drawing out by his appreciation the best efforts 
of those whom he thus won. 

Many of us, at the associational gatherings 
or at the annual meetings of the State Conven- 
tion, have seen him in familiar conversation 
with various groups of delegates. He sought 
to make acquaintances. The members of our 
churches, in all parts of the State, felt ac- 
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quainted with Dr. Bixby. If but once they 
felt his warm hand of sympathy, ever after they 
knew him. 

During the thirty years of Dr. Bixby’s pas- 
torate here, there have occurred crises in not a 
few of our churches. It is safe to say that not 
a single trouble has crossed the sky of a church 
of our State which has not been brought in 
some way before Dr. Bixby for counsel. Each 
difficulty was brought as though there were no 
others for this pastor to consider, and each 
trouble received as sympathetic and careful 
consideration as it would if it had been the 
only one ever brought. Could I to-night call 
for responses from these churches, from how 
many directions this answer would come, “ Dr. 
Bixby was always the special friend of our 
church”! 

These churches recall times when there were 
many to counsel despair. Black clouds hung 
over them. Difficulties were apparently too 
great to be cleared away. But never a word 
of despair passed the lips of Dr. Bixby. He 
had a very stable belief in the vitality of a 
Baptist church, assured that it could outride 
storm and gale. Perhaps his experience asa 
missionary contributed to this large hopeful- 
ness. As he had seen Christian churches rise 
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among pagan centers, composed of such un- 
promising material, he seems to have been very 
confident that here in a Christianized land, a 
body of Christian men and women, with Chris- 
tian ancestry and Christian environment, might 
surmount any obstacle obstructing their way. 
I will not name these churches, known to many 
of you, for which Dr. Bixby acted as a cham- 
pion, advising liberal aid when some would 
have left them in their plight. But in how 
many cases his large hopefulness and persistent 
faith have been justified by events! Those 
clouds passed and those churches are to-day in 
the full career of usefulness. The pessimistic 
counsels which Dr. Bixby withstood and re- 
buked have been proved unwarranted. 

I need not speak at length of Dr. Bixby’s 
work as President of the Rhode Island Baptist 
Education Society. His faith in young men 
and his high appreciation of education admira- 
bly fitted him to serve the cause of ministerial 
education. For fourteen years he was our 
leader in this branch of work. Certainly no 
choice could have been more fitting. 

But as I speak of his faith and hope, his 
championship of the feeble churches before the 
convention, his counsels of cheer in the dark- 
est hour, his friendliness to college students, it 
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seems impossible that he is gone. I could 
easily imagine that as I turn I might see him 
sitting here on this platform. Thoughts of him 
are so vivid ; the place in every part is so filled 
with memories of him, that his presence seems 
very real. 

Our words, however just and appreciative, 
cannot long be remembered ;— a choicer and 
more worthy memorial is here in the work he 
wrought, in the lives he helped to win to truth 
and God, in human spirits he encouraged on 
the way to heaven, and in this house he loved 
so well. 
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DR. BIXBY AND THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MIS- 
SIONARY UNION 


By Rev. E. F, MERRIAM 


In the death of Rev. Moses H. Bixby, D. D., 
at Providence, R. I., March 2oth, a life of re- 
markable versatility and usefulness has ended. 
To few men has it been given to touch with a 
helpful and influential hand so many and so 
diverse and widely separated interests of the 
Kingdom of Christ, in America, in Burma, and 
in Africa. It was his privilege to set in mo. 
tion, on three continents, forces which are still 
operating for the advancement of truth and 
righteousness, and by his tact and ability he 
inaugurated enterprises on foundations which 
have insured their continuance and activity to 
the present time. 

In 1853 occurred the great and deciding 
event of his life, when he was appointed a mis- 
sionary to Burma by the American Baptist 
Missionary Union, sailing in the autumn of the 
same year. Those were the days of sailing 
ships and he was obliged to change from one 
vessel to another at Cape Town, anc was 
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detained at that place for more than a month. 
Finding two families of Baptists there, he held 
meetings in their houses. A number of per- 
sons were converted and a Baptist church was 
formed, the first of this denomination in South 
Africa. This particular organization was sub- 
sequently dissolved, but the movement inaug- 
urated by Dr. Bixby became the nucleus of a 
Baptist work in South Africa which has now 
grown into the South African Baptist Union, 
numbering between twenty and thirty churches, 
and about three thousand members. 

On arriving\ at Moulmein, Burma, his first 
work was with the English-speaking Baptist 
church, which was almost extinct at that time. 
Under Dr. Bixby’s labors the chapel was soon 
filled with hearers, and the membership of the 
church increased in one year from nine to forty- 
five. Having placed this church upon a pros- 
perous basis, he devoted himself to missionary 
labors among the natives, but owing to the ill- 
health of Mrs. Bixby he was compelled to return 
to America in 1856. 

Again, in 1860, Dr. Bixby returned to Burma, 
arriving at Toungoo May 8, 1861. Here it 
was his privilege again to inaugurate a fresh 
movement for the advancement of the King- 
dom of God. He was designated to open a 
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mission to the Shans, a strong and numerous 
race of people in northeastern Burma. In the 
providence of God, it chanced that just before 
his arrival ten thousand of these people had 
been driven out of the Shan States by war, and 
they came in a body to Toungoo, settling near 
the station to which Dr. Bixby had been desig- 
nated. He accepted this as the evident token 
of God’s will, and entered earnestly upon labors 
for the Shans. A son of the chief was con- 
verted, converts were multiplied, and churches 
established. During eight years he traveled 
extensively in the vicinity of Toungoo and far 
to the northeast among the mountains, amidst 
the savage tribes. His life was often in peril, 
but his labors were uniformly attended with 
marked tokens of divine favor, and he was 
privileged to baptize many converts and estab- 
lish many churches and schools. The labors 
and exposure of this work were too much even 
for his naturally robust constitution, and he 
was obliged to return to America, where he 
arrived July 25, 1868, hoping to be able to 
return to his loved work for the heathen. He 
retained his connection with the Union until it 
was evident that his health would never permit 
again his residence in Burma, when he resigned 
in 1871. 
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Aside from his work as a missionary, Dr. 
Bixby was closely identified with the Missionary 
Union after his return to America. He was 
invited to become District Secretary for New 
England, and at another time for New York. 
He was also offered the position of Home Sec- 
retary of the Union, and he was for twenty-four 
years a member of the Board of Managers, 
and for sixteen years Recording Secretary of 
the Board. Inthis latter position it pertained 
to the duties of his office to formulate the busi- 
ness of the Board and prepare it for considera- 
tion, and it is probable that he had a more 
influential relation to the management of its 
affairs than any one not ina salaried position in 
the Union. 

Inaconnection with the Missionary Union of 
more than twenty years, I have seen many 
men of power and influence in its councils 
pass on before,—Warren, Murdock, Gordon, 
Harwood, Fitz, Bixby. But it has always 
been an inspiration to notice that as these men 
of ability and usefulness were taken from the 
work of the missions others were raised up 
of the Lord to take their places. God has 
taken the workers, but has carried on the 
work, and so we may expect that as He calls on 
before, one by one, those who seem so greatly 
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needed here, He will provide those who shall 
take their places and carry on to yet grander 
achievement the work to which these men gave 
their lives. 
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A MESSAGE FROM WORCESTER ACADEMY 
By Rev. R. J. ApAms, D.D. 


A good man has fallen, nay, not fallen,—he 
has ascended to be with his Lord in glory. He 
has fought a good fight and finished his course 
and kept the faith and has risen to receive the 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. The de- 
parture of Dr. Bixby suggests for use the 
language of Elisha when he saw Elijah ascend- 
ing in a chariot of fire: “ My father, my 
father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof.” Elisha felt that his teacher was bet- 
ter for the defense of Israel than strong military 
forces of horses and chariots, and that they 
could better spare all their men of war than 
one such man of God. This is our feeling 
when a faithful, efficient, and distinguished 
servant of God, like our dear brother, is taken 
from us. His life had a value inestimable for 
the welfare of the Church, of society, and of 
the Christian cause in the world. He was an 
educator in the best sense of the word. 

I am to speak briefly of his excellent service 
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as a trustee and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Worcester Academy. 

Dr. Bixby was elected a trustee of the Acad- 
emy in February, 1889, and in 1890 he became 
a member of the Executive Committee. In 
his service for the school, it has been my priv- 
ilege to be intimately associated with him, and 
so I can speak advisedly of his fidelity and use- 
fulness. As a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee he was frequently called to Worcester 
and to Boston. He was uniformly present. His 
numerous cares and labors did not deter him 
from a faithful performance of the work of the 
important office to which he had been elected. 
He was not a man to accept the honor of an 
office and neglect its duties. He was too con- 
scientious to be delinquent. He did his own 
thinking on matters pertaining to the guidance 
and administration of the school and his opin- 
ions were appreciated. His counsel and votes 
were always in favor of high ideals and the 
best educational facilities. He favored every 
effort and outlay in the line of better equipment 
and the best instruction. Hewas proud of the 
Academy, and used his influence to keep it 
fully abreast of the educational movement of 
the age. He was ambitious to make it the 
peer of the best secondary schools of the land, 
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and he had the satisfaction of seeing the ac- 
complishment of his wish and aim. He gave 
cheerfully of time and influence and labor to 
raise funds for the erection of new buildings, 
and for the increase of the endowment. He 
was always a loyal, earnest, and helpful friend 
of the school. 

His special interest in young men, and his 
desire to prepare them for a noble and useful 
manhood by giving them a sound education, 
naturally made him a strong friend of the 
Christian academy. He believed that the two 
great forces for the improvement of mankind 
are education and religion, and that these 
forces should act together at the educational 
period of life as well as afterwards. He be- 
lieved that piety and culture are joined in 
eternal wedlock, and that Christian education 
is at the very heart of God’s plan for the regen- 
eration and salvation of mankind. It was his 
opinion that the men who have the best mental 
training and the most sanctified knowledge will 
always have the most beneficent influence, and 
so he labored to have the Christian religion 
and the Christian school move onward and up- 
ward together in their shining way. He loved 
the public school and regarded it as indispens- 
able to the perpetuity of our free institutions, 
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yet, knowing that there cannot be anything 
distinctively Christian in the public school, he 
felt that there was urgent need for the Chris- 
tian academy in which the light of revelation 
may shine as well as the light of science, and 
where the aim shall be to cultivate the con- 
science as well as the intellect, and to make 
Christian character as well as high scholarship. 
This kind of training, he said, is necessary to 
qualify young men for the high duties of Amer- 
ican citizenship. I have heard him say, in sub- 
stance, that free people with a free ballot must 
have intelligence and virtue, else the nation 
they constitute cannot fulfil its high mission; 
and that ignorance and irreligion tend to de- 
generacy and ruin. 

He was devoted to the academy because he 
saw that a true education is needful for the ad- 
vancement of Christ’s Kingdom. He knew 
that educated mind rules, and he believed that 
whoever educates the mind of the next two 
generations will determine the religion of the 
land. If Romanism with its multiplying schools 
educates it, Romanism will have the supremacy. 
If skepticism educates it, skepticism will pre- 
vail. If evangelical religion educates it the 
pure doctrines and precepts of the Bible will be 
the controlling power. Hence he held that we 
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must have private academic schools in which 
young men can begin their course for the col- 
lege and the theological seminary, under the 
influence of evangelical religion. He deeply 
felt the need of thoroughly trained men for the 
pulpits of this land, and for the evangelization 
of the world. He saw that the Christian acad- 
emy in which the Bible is honored and prayer 
meetings are held and revivals are enjoyed and 
converts made is one of the best places to fit 
young men for the schools of higher learning 
and to inspire them for the work of preach- 
ing the glorious Gospel. Consequently, he re- 
garded the academy as the fundamental school 
of our educational system, as the feeder for the 
college and the theological seminary, and he 
wrought for it diligently, not only to furnish 
facilities for educating young men called to the 
work of the Christian ministry, but to furnish 
good educational advantages to fit boys for 
honorable and useful lives in other spheres of 
human activity. 

Dr. Bixby was wont to say that we need well- 
trained laymen, and that an education is good 
for the laity as well as for preachers, to make 
them strong helpers in the prayer meetings, in 
the Sunday-school, in mission service, and in 
every department of church work. He would 
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have parents send their sons and daughters to 
our academies and colleges in the hope that 
they would come back to the churches to give 
to all forms of Christian activity the added ad- 
vantage of Christian culture, and thus help to 
make the Christian religion more potent in the 
world. Dr. Bixby cherished the spirit of the 
founders of our institutions of higher learning. 
He knew that they were born in prayer and 
nurtured and patronized for the primary pur- 
pose of promoting the Christian religion, and 
he would have them kept as centers of Gospel 
light as well as of literary culture; then they 
will be the safest of all places for the intellect- 
ual and moral training of our sons and daugh- 
ters. Dr. Bixby perceived the vital relation of 
our educational work to the welfare of the 
churches and the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. 
This was the primal reason for his labor of love 
in behalf of an institution of learning. And his 
efficient work in this sphere will continue to 
bear precious fruit through coming years. 
Though his life in the flesh is ended, yet his 
beneficent influence will live to be a benedic- 
tion to future generations. It can never die 
out of the world. It has gone forth like a 
white-robed angel on the endless mission of 
charity and blessing. 


123 


oh THE LIFE AND WORK OF +s 


“ Ascended brother, may the mantle blest 
That fell from thee on many a prophet rest ; 
Thy trumpet voice still sound the loud alarm, 
Thy magic notes still linger to arouse and charm, 
And heaven’s high heralds, heaven’s high service 
done, 
Achieve to honors thou hast won.” 
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DR. BIXBY AS A PREACHER 
By Rev. LyMAN B. TeEFT, D.D. 


The Christian bishop (epzscopos, overseer) 
has a twofold work: he is at once pastor 
(potmeen, shepherd, leader), and teacher (dz 
daskalos). Inthe first of these, in the leadership 
and care of the church, Dr. Bixby easily took 
high rank. In the reception of members he 
was discreet and discerning, not over-solicitous 
for increase of numbers; in measures for the 
extension of the church, judiciously enterpris- 
ing; in methods of management, careful of 
giving offense, but without timidity. 

But I am to say something concerning the 
second element of Dr. Bixby’s ministry, the 
service of preaching and teaching. The fact that 
for so many years Dr. Bixby held the pastorate 
of one and the same church, and achurch noted 
for its vitality and growth, and, till his health 
entirely failed, with no thought of change on the 
part of the people, is very significant touching 
his pulpit ministrations. His brethren thought 
nothing else than that he would remain with 
them till the finishing of his work on earth. 
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In the first place we may note that Dr. 
Bixby’s preaching was not subtile and meta- 
physical, but strongly practical. He enjoyed 
preaching; he loved the work of proclaiming 
to men the message of the Gospel and his own 
convictions of truth. It was a great disap- 
pointment at the last that he could not preach 
a few more sermons in Providence and in Rich- 
mond. But his love for preaching was not the 
delight of an exhilarating dialectic exercise for 
himself. His preaching had a great purpose— 
it undertook to accomplish an object. That 
purpose was, first of all, to lead men to repent- 
ance and faith, and then to strengthen and 
broaden their Christian life and Christian ser- 
vice. His preaching was therefore very practi- 
cal;—not in the narrow sense of dwelling 
continually upon morality, upon duties and 
good works, but in the large sense of seeking 
an actual practical result, and that result the 
broadest and best edification of the body of 
Christ. 

This definite practical aim of his preaching, 
the conversion of sinners and the perfecting 
of the saints, Dr. Bixby sought to reach, not 
so much by pathetic persuasion, as by strong 
and fervent presentation of Christ and of Chris- 
tian doctrine and principles. For him Christian 
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doctrine was not a matter of fine definition, but 
of strong belief. Believing strongly, he felt 
strongly, and feeling strongly, he preached 
forcibly and fervently. He fulfilled the words 
of Paul, “ We believe, therefore we speak.” 
His preaching had, therefore, the air of deep 
sincerity and the projectile force of strong con- 
viction ;—nothing for show, but everything for 
conviction and persuasion to obedience. All 
Christian doctrine was conceived as the fertile 
ground from which Christian life and service 
must needs grow. The intent and the result of 
such preaching was to produce, not an uneasy, 
restless, superficial running to and fro in Chris- 
tian work, but a settled consecration of life to 
Christ and His Kingdom ; not the noisy, frothy 
tumbling of a brooklet over its stony bed, but 
the steady, resistless flow of a great river. 

We must notice also that Dr. Bixby’s preach- 
ing was essentially and strongly biblical. He 
did not count Gospel preaching as the procla- 
mation of the thoughts of man. The Christian 
preacher was not, to him, a good man proclaim- 
ing his own views and notions. He counted 
himself as sent of God with a message, and 
that message was embodied in the divinely in- 
spired Holy Scriptures. His work was to take 
that comprehensive revelation, given of God to 
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man for all the ages, and bring out, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, messages for this 
generation. He was a messenger with a mes- 
sage;—says the apostle, “ We preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus, the Lord, and our- 
selves your servants for Jesus’ sake.” From 
this we see that his preaching must needs have 
been broadly exegetical, mined from the ex- 
haustless quarry of Holy Scripture, and in its 
purpose broad and various, like Sacred Scrip- 
ture. Concerning that about which Holy Scrip- 
ture is silent, he had no message. 

In his preaching he was not a specialist, 
following in his exegetical mining some vein of 
specialized truth or experience,— yet he drifted 
rather toward the application of truth to the ac- 
tivities of life than to the mysticism of hidden 
and shut-in life. 

The preaching of Dr. Bixby was biblically 
orthodox according to the accepted Christian 
standards and according to the Baptist stand- 
ards of a generationago. Hesaw noreason for 
questioning the full inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures as the Word of God to men; the de- 
structive work of the “higher critics”” did not 
undermine his faith in the old truth; he ac- 
cepted the formulas of truth as held by the 
Baptist fathers. He did not preach interroga- 
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tion points. He deemed it no part of the 
preacher’s business to lay stumbling-blocks and 
render faith difficult ; he sought rather to show 
the bed-rock on which faith might build and 
triumph. He could not bear it patiently that 
the agnosticisms of the higher critics should be 
preached by anybody. To those who delight 
to wander at will through the ever-fresh fields 
and trackless wastes of question, and doubt, 
and negation, this restfulness of belief seems 
like hopeless narrowness. Let them count it 
narrowness who will; it is the narrowness of 
the steel track for the locomotive, the narrow- 
ness of the appointed water-lane for the Atlan- 
tic liner. 

Dr. Bixby’s sermons were generally written 
in full. In the preaching, however, it was not 
uncommon for him to leave the manuscript, 
and yield himself to the inspiration and glow 
of the occasion. But he did not limit himself 
to written disclosure. Some of his most im- 
pressive discourses were entirely unwritten and 
as fully extemporaneous as any sermon ever 
ought tobe. His introductory addresses in the 
social meetings of the church were not seldom 
sermonettes, entirely extemporaneous in ex- 
pression, but as carefully prepared in thought 
as his ampler pulpit ministrations. In these 
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brief sermons his people were practically taught 
in exegetical methods, and trained to biblical 
forms of thought, and in the analysis and appli- 
cation of doctrine. They learned to think and 
speak of doctrine, as well as to give exhorta- 
tions and speak of experiences. 

Dr. Bixby’s method of sermonizing was gen- 
erally topical. The subject was gzven by the 
text,— not injected into the text, and not de- 
duced by subtle and illusive processes, but 
given by Holy Scriptures. This subject thus 
furnished by the text was analyzed and eluci- 
dated and enforced by Scripture and by fact 
drawn from any source but always held well 
within the lines of biblical thought. He did 
not startle his Christian hearers by shooting at 
random athwart the well-traveled and safe 
zodiac of divine truth; he did not undertake 
to give his sermons a flavor of worldliness. 
From whatever source the material might be 
gathered, that material was sorted out, and 
arranged, and built up in order to make plain 
and enforce the message of the inspired Word. 
And this material, from whatever source it 
came, from the Scriptures, from experience, 
from observation, from reading, was used, not 
as uncut stones, built into rough wall, but as 
digested material, as digested food for the 
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nutrition of aliving organism. There are those 
who deem no man free that does not wander 
outside the King’s highway; that no man is a 
thinker who does not think and grope in the 
mazes of doubt and uncertainty. They do not 
consider that doubt is weakness. Dr. Bixby 
thought for himself, digested his material, 
gathered such matter as he deemed suited for 
the edification of the church, and used it for 
that end. 

What was the result of his preaching and 
teaching? One would need to go far to finda 
church better instructed and sounder in the 
faith once delivered to the saints than the 
Cranston Street Church of Providence. 

It would be easy to mention preachers who, 
in their day, had an immense following of 
hearers. A rocket is apt to draw more atten- 
tion than a star. They seemed to build great 
churches; but when the preacher ceased from 
his preaching, the church vanished like a fog- 
bank in the sun. When Dr. Bixby was called 
from his ministry there was no breaking away 
as from a bond of mere personal magnetism,— 
for his people had been held by the bond of grace 
and by conviction of the truth. The church 
abides in undisturbed unity in the faith. Dr. 
Bixby gave the hand of welcome to his suc- 
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cessor, and the memory of his preaching binds 
the church the more closely to the pastor that 
follows. The leaders change, but the church 
abides in strength, because it is built of living 
stones, cemented on sound Christian doctrine 
strongly and fervently preached and _intelli- 
gently believed. 
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APPRECIATIVE WORDS FROM DR. HENSON 


Surely no person ever received a more hearty 
welcome than that which Dr. Bixby gave Mrs. 
Henson and myself when he extended to us 
the hand of fellowship as members of the 
Cranston Street Baptist Church, and when he 
formally installed us as successors to himself 
and his noble companion. His spirit was 
sweetly Christ-like, his words were surpassingly 
tender, and the service which usually would 
have been thought pathetic was made impres- 
sively beautiful. He had already written usa 
warm and cordial letter in which he urged our 
acceptance of the call that had been extended 
to us, and now that we had come he handed 
over to us the sacred trust which he and Mrs. 
Bixby had guarded so long, and he charged us 
before God faithfully to perform our task. 
Every word that fell from his lips was instinct 
with deep affection for the work he was then 
committing to other hands, and yet with firm 
faith in God and with bright hopes for the 
future he laid down his burden and turned his 
face to the reward which he was so soon to enjoy. 

The Cranston Street Baptist Church with its 
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large, united, and consecrated membership, and 
with its magnificent plant and facilities for 
work, stands to-day a perpetual monument to 
his untiring and unceasing labors. He was the 
last, however, to claim for himself the honors 
that were justly his, and always the first to 
render to others that which belonged to them. 
This characteristic which enabled him to ap- 
preciate the worth of his helpers was clearly 
manifested when he said to Mrs. Henson that 
hers would be no easy task as she undertook to 
follow in the footsteps of the one who had been 
theonly pastor’s wife the church had ever known. 
In closing, indicative of his meek and sub- 
missive obedience to the will of God, and with 
peculiar fitness to the occasion, he said : 


“Go work and pray !”” — 
That was His order yesterday ; 
And should I dare to disobey ? 
Now His command 
Is wholly changed: He bids me stand 
Aside, and watch A/zs working hand. 
To-day His will 
Is spoken in these words: “ Lie still!” 
And shall I not As wsh fulfil ? — 
“Lie still and pray !” 
That is my Lord’s command to-day ; 
And I will do Az work, His way. 
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THE CRANSTON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
By DEACON OLLys A. JILLSON 


When we celebrated the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of our church and Sunday-school we 
used an exercise called “ The Voices of the 
Years,” in which the history was grouped in 
five sections of five years each. One of the 
speakers on that occasion remarked that it was 
a mystery to him why this form of grouping 
was adopted, until he analyzed the name of 
the pastor, Dr. Bixby, when it immediately be- 
came clear. The pastor’s name was composed 
of three words of five letters each,— Moses 
Homan Bixby,—and his wife’s name was made 
up of two words of five letters each,— Laura 
Bixby. 

I have chosen as the basis of my remarks 
this evening, a word of five letters, which to 
my mind was a strong factor in Dr. Bixby’s 
life. That word is Faith. I shall divide it 
into five parts. My first letter, ‘“F,” stands 
for the word itself, “ Faith.” Dr. Bixby was a 
man of faith. He believed in God, in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit. His was 
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a living faith, and the foundation of all his 
spiritual life. He not only believed in the 
Trinity, but he believed in the Bible, the writ- 
ten Word, and he preached its doctrines with 
his whole soul, and he often remarked that 
when he was unfaithful to his trust as a preacher 
of the Word we should send him his resigna- 
tion. He believed in his calling as a preacher 
of the Gospel. He believed the world was to 
be saved by the preaching of the Word, and he 
was “instant in season and out of season.” 

He believed in men as bearing the image 
of God, and he sought in all laudable ways to 
bring them back to God and Christ. He be- 
lieved in the Church as the Bride of Christ, and 
sought earnestly to bring those whom he could 
reach into saving fellowship with it. 

My second letter, “A,” stands for “ Activ- 
ity.” Dr. Bixby was an intensely active man. 
There were no lazy bones in his body; day 
and night he was busy at his work. His mind, 
his heart, his feet, and his hands were con- 
stantly engaged in missions of mercy. His 
activity was seen in his work in the mission 
field in Burma. When called home on account 
of ill-health, he could not be idle. So as soon 
as a call was received from the church in 
Friendship Street he accepted it, and he la- 
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bored there with fidelity until he felt able to 
return to his work in Burma. When failing 
health again obliged him to return home, he 
looked about for an opportunity to labor in the 
Master’s Vineyard, and seeing the needs of this 
field in Cranston Street, he started the enter- 
prise which has grown to such enviable propor- 
tions. Under his ministry the church prospered 
even beyond his fondest hopes. There were 
baptized during the first five years of its exist- 
ence 113, during the second five years 173, 
during the third five years 97, during the fourth 
five years 135, during the fifth five years 142, 
and during the sixth five years 52, in all 712— 
a record of blessings of which to be proud. 

My third letter, “I,” stands for “ Intelli- 
gence.” I use this word in its broad sense. 
An “intelligent? man is a well-informed man, 
and that Dr. Bixby certainly was. He read a 
great deal,and remembered what he read. He 
was abreast of the times and could talk about 
the current events of the day with the utmost 
ease. In many respects he was ahead of the 
times, and his forecasts were often singularly 
correct. His discourse on the settlement of 
Oregon was a remarkable production, and he 
was obliged to repeat it again and again, so 
thrilling was it in interest. 
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My next letter, “‘T,” stands for “ Tact.” Dr. 
Bixby was a man of rare tact. Perhaps this 
was never more manifest in his life than when 
he was laboring among the savage tribes in 
Burma. There is no doubt that his life and 
that of his beloved wife were saved through 
tact in his management of the savages among 
those wild mountain tribes. We well remem- 
ber the story he told us but a few months since 
about “ drinking truth” with one of those war- 
like tribes. 

My last letter, “‘H,” stands for “ Helpful- 
ness.” Dr. Bixby was indeed a helpful man. 
Many who have passed through scenes of anx- 
iety and sorrow can testify to his words of 
cheer and comfort,— how he has sat beside the 
sick and bereaved and taken them right into 
his heart and helped them with his prayers. 

Many teachers in our public schools owe 
much to his willing aid, and many a student in 
Brown University would have been unable to 
finish his course without the assistance given 
from out of his large heart. He gave freely 
from his mind, his heart, and his purse. 

We are worshiping to-night in his monu- 
ment. This temple is his crowning work. He 
felt it to be so, and often expressed the fact. 
For nearly twenty-five years he preached toa 
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congregation that had inferior accommoda- 
tions, and then with the aid of our beloved 
brother of sainted memory, Deacon Andrew 
Comstock, we were able to erect this enduring 
monument. But to-night I look into the faces 
of other monuments more lasting. This tem- 
ple will crumble to dust, but those who have 
been saved through the labors of Dr. Bixby 
will live throughout eternity and shine as stars 
in his diadem forever. 

Moses H. Bixby was indeed a good man, 
full of faith and good works. 
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MEMORIAL EXPRESSION OF THE MINISTERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


The removal by death of Rev. Moses H. 
Bixby, D.D., from our ministerial conference 
calls for some expression of our appreciation 
of his personal character and of his long and 
varied and successful service as a Christian 
minister. He was born in Warren, N. H., 
August 20, 1827, and was therefore in the 
seventy-fourth year of his age at the time of 
his death. He was the fifth son in a family 
of thirteen children, five daughters and eight 
sons, five of whom became preachers. 

He was converted at the early age of twelve 
and joined a Methodist church, there being no 
Baptist church in his native town. Subse- 
quently he transferred his relationship to the 
Baptist church in East Hardwick, Vt. He 
manifested quickly after his conversion the 
spirit of devotion to Christ which characterized 
all his life, and was soon led to make choice of 
the Christian ministry as his life-work. He 
was licensed to preach at the age of seventeen, 
and ordained pastor of a church in Vermont at 


140 


is MOSES HOMAN BIXBY > 


the age of twenty-two. His education was 
necessarily fragmentary. He studied at dif- 
ferent schools, both Methodist and Baptist ; 
but he made good use of his advantages, and 
was always an earnest advocate of a thorough 
preparation for the ministry. 

After a short pastorate of between three 
and four years in Vermont, he was appointed 
a missionary of the American Baptist Mis- 
sionary Union, and reached Maulmein in June, 
1853. His principal work while there was with 
the English-speaking church, which was greatly 
revived under his ministry. He was just enter- 
ing upon a promising work among the native 
population when his first missionary service 
was cut short at the end of three years by the 
impaired health of Mrs. Bixby. They returned 
to this country in 1856, but not soon enough 
to save her life. 

For about three years Dr. Bixby had the 
pastoral care of the Friendship Street Church 
in Providence. He wasthen reappointed as mis- 
sionary against the earnest protest of his peo- 
ple, and having in the meantime been joined 
in marriage to Miss Laura A. Gage, principal 
of the New Hampton Ladies’ Seminary, sailed 
again for Burma in January, 1860. This time 
he was stationed at Toungoo, and was the first 
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missionary appointed to labor among the Shans, 
a minor population of Burma, numbering about 
a half million, several thousands of whom had 
been driven out of Shanland in upper Burma, 
and had settled in the vicinity of Toungoo. 
Dr. Bixby was blessed in his labors. An en- 
trance was found among them for the Gospel 
of Christ, a small church was organized of 
Shans and Burmans, and necessary schools were 
provided. Although it was impossible on ac- 
count of the unsettled state of upper Burma 
at that time, and for many years afterwards, to 
make a permanent missionary settlement in 
Shanland, Dr. Bixby by his labors and visits 
did much to direct attention to this people, and 
to prepare the way for the important work of 
evangelization and translation which has since 
been accomplished. 

After eight years of self-denying toil and ex- 
posure his own health was shattered and he was 
compelled to return to America, never again to 
resume foreign missionary work. His consecra- 
tion to it, however, remained unabated to the 
end of his days. 

His brief pastorate in Providence, the attach- 
ments there formed, and possibly the opportu- 
nities for expansion which he saw when here, 
led his feet again to this city. With his health 
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partially restored, he inaugurated, in 1869, a 
movement with which his name will ever be 
associated and which proved to be the crown- 
ing work of his life. With great foresighted- 
ness and a courageous faith, long since amply 
justified, with an unusual readiness to assume 
himself financial responsibilities for the move- 
ment, and with a devotion and strength of 
purpose rarely equaled, Dr. Bixby planted and 
fostered, strengthened and molded, and un- 
der -God) developed the ‘Cranston’ Street 
Church to its present large proportions of 
strength and usefulness. In asense truer than 
that in which such language is generally used, 
the Cranston Street Church is Dr. Bixby’s 
church. 

He was remarkably fortunate (or should it 
not be said wise ?) in the selection of the men 
and the women whom he gathered about him, 
and whose cordial co-operation he enlisted and 
retained. He was no less fortunate (should it 
not again be said wise ?) in the selection of the 
educated and consecrated woman who became 
his wife, and shared with him the early toils 
and struggles and the later successes and re- 
joicings, whose help in the winning of families 
and of souls, in the work of visitation and of 
the Sunday-school, and in the cultivation of 
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the missionary spirit among the old and the 
young, was an important factor in the growth 
and prosperity of the church, and whose re- 
leased spirit by a beautiful Providence so soon 
followed his to the rest and the rewards that 
awaited them both. ‘“ United in their lives, in 
their death they were not divided.” 

The history of the Cranston Street Church is 
well known to us all and need not now be given 
in detail. Beginning with a Sunday-school of 
thirty-five members in January, 1870, and with 
a church organization of fifty-six members nine 
months later, it has grown to be one of our 
largest, most influential, most active and suc- 
cessful churches, possessing a location and 
property unsurpassed, enjoying the affection of 
the denomination and the confidence of the en- 
tire Christiancommunity. It stands asa visible 
monument to the wisdom, the tact, the conse- 
cration, and the fidelity of him who held the 
pastoral office for more than thirty years, from 
its feeble beginning until his impaired health 
rendered him unequal to the large demands of 
that position. His resignation did not long 
precede his translation. He laid down the 
burdens of earthly labor, quickly to take up the 
unwearying service of heaven, and was gathered 
to his spiritual fathers and to the great number 
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of his children in the Lord who had sooner 
finished their course. 

In addition to the care and administration 
and instruction of his church, Dr. Bixby found 
time and strength for other varied important 
duties. He served for fifteen years very ef- 
ficiently on the school committee of our city. 
He was President for fourteen years of the 
Rhode Island Baptist Education Society, and 
took the deepest interest in its work, and in the 
young men personally who were aided by its 
funds. He was at the time of his death a 
trustee of Newton Theological Institution, of 
Brown University, of Worcester Academy, and 
of the Hartshorn Memorial College in Rich- 
mond, Va., and to all these institutions he gave 
much time and thought and valuable service in 
enlisting the sympathy and aid of others. He 
was Secretary of the Board of Managers of the 
Missionary Union for many years, and kept his 
church in living touch with its great needs, re- 
joicing that among its workers there were always 
representatives of the Cranston Street Church, 
whose names were on its list or who were sup- 
ported by its contributions. 

Surely a life that has been consecrated to 
such numerous and far-reaching activities, and 
has been so filled with good deeds, has not been 
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lived in vain, and its lessons cannot be lost upon 
us, his brethren in the ministry of Christ, who 
a little longer toil, and wait for the coming of 
the Master. 

We cannot forget to-day the delightful fra- 
ternal relations which we have enjoyed with our 
departed brother. How kind he was in his 
bearing towards all, how charitable in his judg- 
ments, with no suspicion of insincerity or cen- 
soriousness about him, how friendly towards 
the humblest and the youngest of his brethren, 
and withal how ready to counsel and to serve, 
up to the full measure of his ability! His con- 
stant presence, in the days of his health, in his 
accustomed place in these meetings of our Con- 
ference was but one expression of his love for 
his brethren, a love that kindled like love in re- 
turn. How we shall miss him in our ministerial 
fellowships and in our Christian work! We 
have all suffered a personal loss in the removal 
of our brother, and would give to his bereaved 
church and to his doubly afflicted family the 
expression of our deepest sympathy. 


“Let us put on the robe of readiness, 

The golden trumpet will be sounding soon 
That bids us to the gathering in the heavens ; 
Let us mount up to their summit of life 
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Who have ceased to pant for breath and won their 
Test, 
And there ’s no more parting, no more pain.” 


HENRY M. KING, 


D. W. FAUNCE, Committee. 
L. L. HENSON. 
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MINUTES OF THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, IN MEMORY OF 
MRS. LAURA GAGE BIXBY 


By Miss SARAH C, DURFEE 


This Board is assembled to-day under the 
shadow of no ordinary loss. It mourns the de- 
parture of Mrs. Laura A. (Gage) Bixby, one of 
the original officers of the Society, who entered 
into rest March 25, 1901, at the ripe age of 
seventy-four years. In view of her many and 
valuable services it is fitting that some word of 
appreciation should be entered on our records. 

Mrs. Bixby came of a good ancestry, being 
a descendant of Governor William Bradford of 
the Plymouth Colony. She had a strong physi- 
cal constitution and great power of endurance. 
To these qualities were added unusual intel- 
lectual ability, breadth, firmness of character, 
practical common sense, a courteous manner, 
and a high degree of cultivation. Her natural 
and acquired talents were sanctified by the 
grace of God. In early youth she consecrated 
herself to Christ, and through a long and useful 
life her powers were used in His service and in 
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ministering to human needs. Like her Master 
she “went about doing good,” was ever watch- 
ing for opportunities of usefulness, and counted 
no sacrifice too great to be made for others, be- 
lieving that she was “‘ saved to serve.” 

By her uniform gentleness of manner and 
unfailing tactfulness she was admirably adapted 
to the several forms of work in which she en- 
gaged at different periods of her life. While 
sympathizing with sorrow and distress and 
pitying the sinful, she was eminently just, 
truthful, and upright. Most reverently she 
read and studied and taught the Word of God. 
When once the teaching of Scripture on any 
point had been made clear to her, she did not 
hesitate to obey it. She lived in intimate com- 
munion with Christ and earnestly strove to do 
His will. She walked “by faith not by sight ” 
and constantly sought for Divine guidance, 
which she believed to be given by the Holy 
Spirit working in connection with the Word 
and the providence of God. 

While yet very young, having learned of 
the needs of the heathen, she wanted to go and 
tell them of Christ. But as the policy of mis- 
sion boards in those days did not admit of the 
sending of single women to foreign fields, she 
devoted herself to teaching in this country. In 
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1857 she became the wife of the Rev. M. H. 
Bixby, and in 1860 went with her husband to 
Burma, where she labored among the Shans 
and other tribes with rare zeal and discretion, 
amid many perils and privations, until 1869, 
when on account of Dr. Bixby’s health she re- 
turned to America, taking up het residence 
in Providence, R. I., where the remainder of 
her life was spent, her husband becoming pastor 
of the Cranston Street Church. Until com- 
pelled to relinquish active service she nobly 
fulfilled the double duties of pastor’s wife and 
leader in woman’s foreign mission work. 

When the Woman’s Baptist Foreign Mission- 
ary Society was formed she was among the first 
to enter the organization, and she gave herself 
to it inone form or another so long as strength 
permitted. Its success is due in no small 
degree to her labors. She was the first Corre- 
sponding Secretary, and she traveled very 
extensively in New England and the Middle 
States, addressing meetings of women and 
seeking to interest them. For this work she 
was peculiarly fitted, not only by her knowledge 
of the condition of heathen women but by the 
fluency and eloquence of speech and the spirit- 
ual fervor with which she presented their 
claims. She urged others to contribute gen- 
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erously and herself practised as she taught. 
After a little more than a year spent in this 
service she found it too exhausting and was 
obliged to lay it down, but the fruit of those 
labors still abides. 

Her efforts were continued, in a more quiet 
way, especially in Rhode Island, until 1884, 
when she was elected a Vice-President, which 
office she held until removed by death, faith- 
fully attending the meetings of the Board, 
traveling from Providence to Boston, and for 
much of the time giving two entire days in 
each month from her busy life to this service. 
Her experience in the work both at home and 
abroad, united to her clearness of perception 
and her devout spirit, rendered her a wise 
counselor, and in all perplexities the Board 
naturally turned to her for advice and assist 
ance. Her life in Burma had fitted her to 
sympathize with the trials of missionaries, espe- 
cially those of the Woman’s Society. She 
strongly felt their need of adequate prepara- 
tion for their work, particularly in the line of 
biblical knowledge. She was first to suggest 
the plan which resulted in the creation of Has- 
seltine House, with its privileges of theological 
study and its opportunities of various kinds 
which have proved so helpful to many mission- 
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aries. Nor was all her work for missions done 
outside of her home. She possessed the grace 
of hospitality in an eminent degree, and many 
a weary missionary, and many a young woman 
seeking light as to her duty, has found under 
her roof the rest or counsel which she needed. 

The crowning charm of the rich gifts and 
grace with which she was endowed consisted in 
a rare humility and modesty which seemed to 
render her utterly unconscious of her own abil- 
ity and worth, while for all that was accom- 
plished through her ministrations she delighted 
to give glory to God alone. During the last 
four years she has borne with wonderful pa- 
tience and submission the trial of being laid 
aside from active service. Much of the time 
she endured severe suffering. But the hour of 
her release has come, and she has been wel- 
comed to the Master’s joy and He has said 
to her, ‘‘ Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
Faith delights to follow her into the eternal 
home where, freed from the sorrows and con- 
flicts of this mortal state, she has received the 
crown of life, and with new vigor and without 
the earthly limitations which have so pressed 
upon her later years, her spirit has entered 
upon better and nobler service. Many souls 
won to Christ through her personal efforts and 
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many more saved through her indirect influ- 
ence from our own and from heathen lands will 
call her blessed throughout eternity. We who 
remain return thanks to God for His grace 
manifested in her life and labors and look for- 
ward to a joyful reunion in the kingdom 
above. 

“ T heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
write: Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them.” 
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CHURCH COVENANT OF THE CRANSTON 
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, 
PROVIDENCE 


By Moses HoMAN BIxBy 


Having been brought by divine grace to 
give ourselves in an everlasting covenant to 
the Lord Jesus, and having been baptized 
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost, we now give ourselves 
in solemn covenant to one another, to walk 
together in church fellowship, in obedience to 
the Gospel of Christ. 

We promise to shun the paths of sin and 
walk in the ways of holiness all the days of our 
lives. 

We promise to study diligently the Word of 
God; to maintain closet devotion; to worship 
God in our families; to train up our children 
and those who may be committed to our care, 
for the service of God; to seek to bring our 
kindred and friends to Christ; to walk circum- 
spectly before the world; to be just in our deal- 
ings, faithful in our engagements, exemplary in 
our deportment, Christ-like in our lives. 
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We promise to cleave to one another as one 
body in Christ ; to walk together in brotherly 
love; to watch over, exhort, encourage, ad- 
monish, reprove, and comfort one another; to 
strive to promote the growth of each member, 
and the entire body in every Christian grace. 

We promise to guard each other’s reputation 
particularly by not speaking or thinking evil of 
one another; to be considerate of human in- 
firmities, patient under injuries, slow to give or 
take offense, ready to forgive and restore, tender 
in sympathy, courteous in speech, and gentle 
towards all. 

We promise to give the Church, as Christ’s 
body, aplace in our affections, prayers, services, 
and contributions, above every other organiza- 
tion; to sustain faithfully its worship, ordi- 
nances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute 
regularly and freely of our means to sustain a 
faithful ministry, and meet the necessary ex- 
penses of the Church; to seek, above all things, 
to promote its peace, harmony, spirituality, and 
efficiency. 

We will give personal and hearty support to 
the Sunday-school; and we will not be absent 
habitually or unnecessarily from any of the 
meetings of the Church. 

We will not be slow to recognize the call of 
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God to occupy new fields and plant new 
churches, and we will strive together to embody 
and diffuse the spirit of the Cross. 

We pledge ourselves, our prayers, our re- 
sources, and our Church to the cause of Missions, 
at home and abroad, in obedience to the 
Saviour’s last and great command: “Go teach 
all nations,” and “preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” 

With humble and firm reliance on the Spirit 
of grace, and the omnipotence of a covenant- 
keeping God, we solemnly and joyfully take 
upon ourselves these covenant vows. 

“Now the God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work, to do His will; working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever. Amen.” 


THE END 
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